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 1960 Elgin Street 
 Oroville, CA 95966 
 530-533-2000 
 www.loapud.com 

 
 

Board of Directors 
Regular Meeting  
March 12, 2024 

2:00PM 
 

Materials related to an item on the open meeting agenda that are provided to the Board of 
Directors, including those provided to the Board after distribution of the agenda packet, are 
available on the District website.  
 
California Government Code section 54954.2(a)(1) requires the agenda include “information 
regarding how, to whom, and when a request for disability-related modification or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a disability 
who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting. An 
example of agenda language that would satisfy this requirement is: “Any persons requiring a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in the public meeting can 
contact the District Secretary at 530-533-2000 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.”  
 
We invite you to join today’s scheduled meeting via Zoom by using your phone or computer to 
attend this meeting. Please call our District office at (530)533-2000 for assistance in participating 
in the teleconference.   

 
Dial in: 1-669-900-9128 

Meeting ID: 845 7124 1855 
Passcode: 585070 

 
To ensure that our meetings are as orderly as possible, and to enable public participation at the 
proper times during the meeting, we are asking that everyone take a moment to ensure your 
line stays muted until public comment is invited.  When it comes time for public comment, we 
will leave enough time for participants to unmute and speak to the entire group and our Board.  
Because attendees cannot see each other’s mute status, we will simply need to be patient as 
we wait in between comments and do our best not to speak over each other.  Please state your 
name for the record before sharing comments.  We are committed to keeping the public engaged  
and appreciate your help in making that happen. 

 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
1.1 Roll Call 
1.2 Flag Salute 
1.3 Moment of Silence 
1.4 Public Comment 

  

AGENDA 

http://www.loapud.com/


 

 

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion unless an item is removed.  Consent Agenda items will be read by title only. 
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Board or 
person in the audience request a specific item to be removed from the Consent Agenda 
to the Regular Agenda for separate discussion, prior to the time the Board votes on the 
motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.  If any item(s) is removed from the Consent 
Agenda, the item(s) will be considered immediately following action on the Consent 
Agenda.  

 
2.1 Special Board Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2024 
2.2 Financial Reports for Month Ending February 29, 2024 
2.3 Claims Report for Month Ending February 29, 2024 

 
3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA (IF ANY) 

 
4. ADOPTION OF THE BARTLE WELLS ASSOCIATES 2024 DISTRICT RATE STUDY 

 
Michael DeGroot of Bartle Wells Associates will present the 2024 District Rate Study. 

The Board will review and consider adopting the 2024 District Rate Study as prepared 

and presented by Bartle Wells Associates. 

 
5. SELECTION OF THE RATE INCREASE SCHEDULE 

 
The Board will consider adopting a Rate Schedule and Implementation Schedule. 
 

6. MISSION ESPERANZA PROJECT – 4248 LINCOLN BLVD. 
 
General Manager Goyer will present plans for the District’s participation with Mission 
Esperanza and the City of Oroville to provide design and construction options and 
clarification of the right of ways and easement issues.  
 

7. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE AT AN ADVANCED STEP SALARY RANGE  

 
The Board will consider authorizing the General Manager to hire at an advanced step salary 

range. 

 

8. AMENDMENT TO SECTIONS 3, 5, & 6 OF THE DISTRICT’S “RULES AND 
REGULATIONS”.   
 
General Manager Goyer will present amendment to Sections 3, 5 & 6 of the District’s 
“Rules and Regulations”.  

  



 

 

 
REPORTS AND CONSULTATIONS 

 
9. SC-OR COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

 
 

10. BOARD MEMBERS’, MANAGER, AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 

• FIELD OPERATIONS ACTIVITY REPORT 

• MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 



         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE:  Item No. 1 – Call To Order 

   

  1.1 Roll call 
 
  1.2 Flag Salute 
 
  1.3 Moment of Silence 
   
  1.4 Public Comment 

 
 

      
   

  



         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE:  Item No. 2 – Consent Agenda 

 
 

Item No. 2.1 Board Meeting Minutes - Minutes from the February 20, 2024 Special 
Board meeting are included for the Board’s review and approval. 
 
Item No. 2.2 Financial Reports – Cash Report and Income Statement through 
February 29, 2024 is attached for the Board’s review and approval.   
 
Item No. 2.3 Payment of Claims - The February 29, 2024 Claims report is attached 
for the Board’s review and approval. 
  
 
Attachments for each item included. 
 
Recommended Action:  
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the Special Board meeting of February 20, 
2024 and approve the Financial Reports and Payment of Claims from February 29, 
2024 as presented.  
 
Roll call vote.  
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UNADOPTED 
LAKE OROVILLE AREA PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

President Marciniak called the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M.  Directors present were 
Fairbanks, Mastelotto, Salvucci, and Sharman.  General Manager (GM) Goyer, Engineer Knibb, 
Field Operations Supervisor (FOS) Victorino and Board Clerk (BC) Hamblin represented the 
District in person.   

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

 
Director Sharman led the meeting with the salute to the flag.    
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 President Marciniak requested a moment of silence. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
 No Public Comment. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 
The Board reviewed the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of January 9, 2024, the 

financial Reports and the Claims List for month ending January 31, 2024.  After discussion, it 
was moved by Director Salvucci and seconded by Director Mastelotto that the items on the 
consent agenda be approved as presented.  The motion passed with the following roll call 
vote:  

Ayes: Directors Fairbanks, Marciniak, Mastelotto, Salvucci, and Sharman.  
 
ORNAMENTAL FENCING FOR 3515 MYERS STREET 
  

 GM Goyer presented the quotation from All American Welding for the 
materials and installation of approximately 300 linear feet of ornamental fencing and gates 
to be installed at 3515 Myers Street.  After discussion, it was moved by Director Mastelotto 
and seconded by Director Salvucci to authorize GM Goyer to move forward with the 
quotation from All American Welding to provide the ornamental fencing for the 
rehabilitation project at 3515 Myers Street in an amount not to exceed $42,642.00. The 
motion passed with the following roll call vote:  
 

Ayes: Directors Fairbanks, Marciniak, Mastelotto, Salvucci, and Sharman.  
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DISSOLUTION OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE REGARDING FACILITY ANALYSIS AND 
SUITABLITY OF 3515 MYERS STREET 

GM Goyer reported that the ad hoc committee for the “Analysis and Suitability of the 
Property at 3515 Myers Street” had completed its intended purpose and requested that the 
committee be dissolved.  After discussion, it was moved by Director Salvucci and seconded 
by Director Mastelotto to dissolve the ad hoc committee for the “Analysis and Suitability of 
the property at 3515 Myers Street”. The motion passed with the following roll call vote:  

Ayes: Directors Fairbanks, Marciniak, Mastelotto, Salvucci, and Sharman. 

4248 LINCOLN BLVD PALLET SHELTER

GM Goyer presented a request from the City of Oroville to assist in the planning and 
possible construction activities of the Mission Esperanza Project.   Duties are to provide input 
for design and construction options and to clarify right of way and easement issues.  All 
options will be brought back to the Board for final decision and approval.   After 
discussion, it was moved by Director Mastelotto and seconded by Director Marciniak to 
direct staff to work with the Mission Esparanza Project and the City of Oroville on 
the design and construction options and to clarify the right of way and easement issues. 
The motion passed with the following roll call vote:  

Ayes: Directors Fairbanks, Marciniak, Mastelotto, Salvucci, and Sharman. 

SC-OR COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT 

Director Mastelotto reported that the purchase of the Ruddy Creek property was 
moving forward. Director Salvucci reported that the influent pump station is up and 
running. 

BOARD MEMBERS’, MANAGER, AND STAFF REPORTS 

FOS Victorino presented the Field Operations Report 

o Reported that we had NO SSO’s for January 2024.
o Reported that the compliance documents for the hazardous material storage had

been submitted to the CEPA and annual air quality reporting was completed and
submitted to the BCAQMD.

o Reported that Hanging Tree Lift Station had an internal failure and operation was
restored by the field crew within 7 hours.

o Reported that 57 manholes were inspected and 8 repairs completed.

GM Goyer presented the Manager’s Report 

o Updated the Board on the status of River Ranch, Lincoln Family Apartment and A-
Line projects.

o Reported that the winter storm had damaged the roof on the shed at 1945 Elgin
Street and Butte Roofing Company had completed the repair.

o Reported that a court date was set for the property at 3520 Spencer and the
purchase should be moving forward in the near future.
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Engineer Knibb reported that things were moving forward on the Palermo Wastewater 
Project. The grant should be funded by June 2024 and the District should be receiving 
documents around August 2024.  He reminded the Board that this is the “Planning 
Grant” phase and is for $2,453,000 with the largest portion of this work to be securing 
approximately 700 easements from the landowners. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting was adjourned 
at 3:07 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kelly Hamblin, 
Clerk of the Board 
 

























         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE:  Item No. 3 – Items Removed From Consent Agenda  

  



         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE: Item No. 4 – Bartle Wells Associates 2024 District Rate Study 

 
Michael DeGroot of Bartle Wells Associates will present the 2024 District Rate Study. 
 
Attachments included. 
 
Recommended Action:  
 
A motion to adopt the Bartle Wells Associates 2024 District Rate Study as 
presented.  
 
Roll call vote. 
 
 

  



         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE: Item No.  5 – Selection of Rate Increase Schedule 

 
Upon approval and adoption of the Bartle Wells Associates 2024 District Rate Study 
by the Board of Directors, the next order of business will be to select and approve a 
rate increase and corresponding schedule of implementation.  This rate schedule 
can then be incorporated in the Notice of Sewer Rate Increase which will require 
Board approval.   
 
Attachments Included. 
 
Proposed LOAPUD Rates - Scenario 1 – see attached. 
Proposed LOAPUD Rates - Scenario 2 – see attached. 
 
Implementation Schedule 1 -  Approval of rates at March 12th meeting   

Notices finalized and postmarked by March 29th.  
Public hearing on Tuesday May 14th.  

 
Implementation Schedule 2 - Present changes to the rates on April 9th at the 

regular Board meeting.   
Notices finalized and postmarked by April 26th. 
Public hearing on June 11th 

 
 
Recommended Action:  A motion to adopt and approve the Proposed LOAPUD 
Rate Scenario # ___ and implementation schedule #_____ to incorporate into the 
Notice of Sewer Rate Increase.   

  







         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE: Item No.  6 – Mission Esperanza Project – 4248 Lincoln Blvd. 

 
As requested, we have formulated a plan to work with the City of Oroville and the 
Mission Esperanza project to gain a new right of way for the existing infrastructure 
and improve the serviceability to the customers in this area. The City and the District 
would agree to pay 50% each of the project with the District doing the work to our 
existing infrastructure. The property owner will in exchange grant the Right of Way to  
LOAPUD. 
 
Attachments included. 
 
Recommended Action:  
 
A motion to approve the cooperative project with the City of Oroville and Mission 
Esperanza as presented.  
 
Roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE: Item No. 7 – Request to Authorize Hiring at Advanced Step Salary 

Range 

 
The District is advertising for a new Utility Worker I or II and Operator. 
 

Board Policy No. 2150 requires that the General Manager request the Board of 

Director's authorization to hire an employee at a step salary range that is something 

other than the first step of the salary range. 

 

In accordance with Policy No. 2150, the General Manager is requesting authorization 

to hire an Utility Worker l or ll and Operator at a step range that is greater than the first 

step in the applicable salary range, if and when it is necessary, in order to fill the 

position with a qualified applicant.  

 

Attachments included. 

 

Recommended Action: A  m otion to approve the General Manager's request for 

authorization to hire a Utility Worker I or II and Operator at a step salary range 

necessary to obtain a qualified applicant. 
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"Employee Compensation" Policy No. 2150 

 BOARD POLICY 
 Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
 
TITLE:  EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION NUMBER: 2150  
ADOPTION DATE: July 8, 1987 AMENDED DATE:  July 12, 2016 
 
2150.1  This policy shall apply to all employees, with the exception of the General 

Manager.  
 
2150.2  COMPENSATION AT HIRING  
 
 2150.2.1 New Employees:  All newly appointed employees shall be paid at the first 

step of the salary range for the position to which the employee is appointed 
except as provided herein. 

 
 2150.2.2 Advanced Step Hiring:  If the General Manager finds that qualified 

applicants cannot be successfully recruited at the first step of the salary 
range, he/she may request the Board of Directors to authorize an 
appointment at an advanced step of the salary range.  Whenever advanced 
step hiring is approved, an employee being paid at a lower salary step in 
the same range may be advanced to the step at which the new employee is 
appointed. 

 
 2150.2.3 Former Employees: A person who previously held a permanent position 

from which the person was separated in good standing may, when re-
employed in a position with the same or lower pay range than held at 
separation, be appointed at the same salary rate which was paid at the 
effective date of the person's termination, or the nearest lower applicable 
step for the range to which the person is appointed provided such re-
employment occurs within twelve (12) months from the date of said 
termination. 

 
2150.3  MERIT ADVANCEMENT WITHIN RANGE 
 
 2150.3.1 Performance Evaluation Required: The General Manager shall authorize a 

merit advancement within the salary range only after evaluating the 
employee's performance and determining that it is satisfactory.  This 
determination shall be noted on a performance evaluation form to be 
placed in the employee's file, with a copy given to the employee. 

 
 2150.3.2 Period of Employment Required for Merit Advancement: Unless 

otherwise specified herein in addition to receiving a satisfactory 
performance evaluation, each employee shall, complete the following 
required time of employment to be eligible to 

   receive a merit increase: 
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"Employee Compensation" Policy No. 2150 

 
 2150.3.2.1 New Employees: A person hired as a new employee shall have a 

merit advancement date which is twelve (12) months following the 
appointment date. 

 
 2150.3.2.2 Promotion or Demotion:  An employee who is promoted or 

demoted shall have a new merit advancement date which shall be 
one (1) year from the date of promotion or demotion. 

 
 2150.3.2.3 Voluntary Demotion:  An employee who voluntarily demotes to a 

position at a lower salary range shall have no change in merit 
advancement date. 

 
 2150.3.2.4 Change in Range Allocation: If the salary range for an employee's 

position is changed, the employee's merit advancement date shall 
not change. 

 
 2150.3.2.5 Position Reclassification:  An employee whose position is 

reclassified to a position having the same or lower salary range 
shall have no change in merit advancement date.  An employee 
whose position is reclassified to a position having a high salary 
range shall have no change in merit advancement date.  An 
employee whose position is reclassified to a position having a 
higher salary range shall have a new merit advancement date which 
is one (1) year following the effective date of the position 
reclassification. 

 
   2150.3.2.6 Non-Merit Step Adjustment:  An employee whose salary step is 

adjusted to a higher step for reasons other than regular merit 
advancement shall have a new merit advancement date effective 
one (1)year from the date of said adjustment. 

 
 2150.3.2.7 Standby Pay:   The Field Operations Supervisor shall establish a 

Standby Schedule, rotating field crew employees.  Standby duty 
will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Friday and end at 4:00 p.m. the 
following Friday.  Any change or substitution from the schedule 
must be approved in advance by the Field Operations Supervisor or 
the Foreman. Hourly employees on standby will be compensated as 
follows: 

 
  2150.3.2.7.1 Non-regular work day: Four (4) hours overtime pay for 

each day.  This additional pay shall include time for making 
the rounds to check all District pump stations. 

 
  2150.3.2.7.2 Regular work day:  $25 of additional pay for each day. 
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"Employee Compensation" Policy No. 2150 

 
 2150.3.3 Effective Date:  An employee's merit increase shall take place yearly on 

the first day of the pay period in which his/her merit advancement date 
falls.  The General Manager may delay authorizing the merit advancement 
up to ninety (90) days beyond the employee's merit advancement date 
without affecting the normal merit advancement date.  In case of such a 
delay, the employee's merit advancement shall be effective the first day of 
the pay period following the General Manager's authorization.  If 
authorization for merit advancement is delayed beyond ninety (90) days 
from the employee's merit advancement date, the employee shall not be 
eligible for a merit increase until his/her next normal merit advancement 
date. 

 
2150.4  PROMOTION 
 
 2150.4.1 Employees promoted to a position with a higher salary range will be paid 

the higher range nearest the rate that the employee was being paid on the 
effective date of the promotion.  



POLICY # ADMINISTRATION STEP A STEP B STEP C STEP D STEP E

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLERK

REGULAR FULL TIME

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLERK II 

REGULAR FULL TIME

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CLERK

REGULAR FULL TIME

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CLERK II  

REGULAR FULL TIME

ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE 

REGULAR FULL TIME

ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE 

PART TIME OR TEMPORARY

CLERK OF THE BOARD/BOOKKEEPER

REGULAR FULL TIME

CUSTOMER ACCOUNT SPECIALIST

REGULAR FULL TIME

OFFICE CLERK

TEMPORARY ASSISTANT 

TO THE MANAGER

UTILITY WORKER

PART TIME

FIELD OPERATIONS FOREMAN 

REGULAR FULL TIME

FIELD OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR 

REGULAR FULL TIME

FIELD OPERATIONS TECHNICIAN 

REGULAR FULLTIME

OPERATOR 

PART TIME

OPERATOR

REGULAR FULL TIME

UTILITY WORKER I 

REGULAR FULL TIME

UTILITY WORKER II 

REGULAR FULL TIME
$30.03 $30.03

**Step F can include merit and cola increases which are calculated differently for each employee in Step F

2345
$23.54 $24.72 $25.94 $27.24 $28.60

$33.73 $37.01

2340
$22.44 $23.54 $24.72 $25.94 $27.24 $28.60 $28.60

2330
$26.43 $27.75 $29.15 $30.60 $32.12

$34.38 $34.38

$24.64 $25.81 $27.07 $28.36 $29.71 $31.14 $31.14

2327
$26.91 $28.26 $29.68 $31.18 $32.74

$36.98 $36.98

2310
$37.63 $39.42 $41.31 $43.29 $45.36 $47.63 $50.87

$17.68 $18.25 $18.82 $18.82

2320
$28.97 $30.43 $31.96 $33.55 $35.22

FIELD OPERATIONS

$15.97 $16.54 $17.11

$33.73 $37.01

$37.63 $39.42 $41.31 $43.29 $45.36 $47.63 $50.87

2374
$26.43 $27.75 $29.15 $30.60 $32.12

$37.90 $37.90

2379
$29.68 $31.18 $32.74 $34.38 $36.09 $37.90 $37.90

2368
$29.68 $31.18 $32.74 $34.38 $36.09

$24.23 $24.23

2377
$15.97 $16.25 $16.54 $16.82 $17.11 $17.39 $17.39

2377
$18.99 $19.95 $20.95 $21.98 $23.09

$31.14 $31.14

2370
$26.91 $28.26 $29.68 $31.18 $32.74 $34.38 $34.38

2372
$24.64 $25.81 $27.07 $28.36 $29.71

$34.38 $34.38

2367
$26.91 $28.26 $29.68 $31.18 $32.74 $34.38 $34.38

2365 $26.91 $28.26 $29.68 $31.18 $32.74

TITLE: EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION SCHEDULE NUMBER: 2151

ADOPTED: FEBRUARY 8, 1984 AMENDED: JUNE 13, 2023

EFFECTIVE: JULY 1, 2023

STEP F RANGE
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"JOB DESCRIPTION -- OPERATOR" POLICY NO. 2330 

 BOARD POLICY 
 Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
 
TITLE:  JOB DESCRIPTION -- OPERATOR  NUMBER: 2330  
ADOPTION DATE:  FEBRUARY 8, 1984 AMENDED: May 9, 2006 
 
2330.1 GENERAL JOB DESCRIPTION: 
 

2330.1.1  Under supervision of the Field Operations Supervisor and/or the Foreman: 
operates backhoes, hydraulic sewer cleaner, trucks and hand equipment in the 
excavation, backfilling and pavement repair involved in the installation, repair and 
maintenance of sewer lines and related equipment; performs a variety of unskilled and 
semi-skilled tasks in sewer line installation, maintenance and repair; assists in 
equipment maintenance and repair, and in general yard and shop work; assists in 
construction and maintenance of District property; and, shares stand-by and emergency 
responsibilities with other field personnel. 
 
(a)  works independently or as a member of a crew to efficiently and productively provide 
assistance as needed in the repair, replacement, operations and maintenance of District 
facilities; 
(b)  performs a wide variety of unskilled and semi-skilled manual and automated tasks 
including, but not limited to, the operation of mechanical and hydraulically operated 
construction equipment; 
(c)  reads and interprets construction contracts, specifications, details and plans for the 
purpose of correctly installing, repairing and/or replacing pipeline and appurtenant facilities, 
structures (e.g., manholes, cleanouts, pump stations,  etc.) and appurtenant facilities, 
structural trench sections, and roadway pavement; 

 (d)  trains, or assists in training of subordinates; 
(e)  develops and presents to subordinates information relating to safety in conformance with 
District's safety program; 

 (f)  processes records relating to job costs and time expenditures of equipment and District 
personnel; 

 (g)  as lead person, supervises other employees in construction activities. 
 (h)     develops and presents to subordinates information relating to safety in conformance 

with District's safety program; and, 
 (i)     processes records relating to job costs and time expenditures of equipment and District 

personnel. 
 (j)     provides construction inspection and followup; 
 (k)     shares on call responsibilities and emergency responsibilities with other field personnel; 
 (l)      acts and supervises employees in sewer pipe installation, backfilling, pavement and 

surface restoration; 
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"JOB DESCRIPTION -- OPERATOR" POLICY NO. 2330 

 (m)   acts and supervises employees with routine closed circuit video monitoring of the 
District collection system; 

 (n)     knowledge in servicing and maintaining the Villa Verona Assessment District Step 
System; 

 (o)     knowledge in use and operation of SCADA systems. 
 
2330.2 Prerequisite Qualifications 
 
 2330.2.1 High school diploma or the equivalency thereof. 
 
 2330.2.2 Two years of experience, or combination of training and experience, as an 

apprentice equipment operator, or comparable non-District position. 
 
 2330.2.3 Knowledge of capability and operation construction tools and mechanical and 

hydraulically operated construction equipment. 
 
 2330.2.4 Knowledge of District operations and materials used sewer collection systems. 
 
 2330.2.5 Knowledge of pipe, manholes, pumps, fittings, and other appurtenant materials, 

including costs, used in sewer collection systems; and. 
 
 2330.2.6 Valid Class A California driver license and satisfactory driving record. 
 
2330.3 Basic Work Hours:  7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 
 
2330.4 Hourly Compensation:   
 
2330.5 Essential Job Duties: 
 
 2330.5.1 Task:  Operates backhoe, excavator, end loader, compactors, etc., in the repair of 

pipe leaks on District's sewer system. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.5.2 Task:  Operates backhoe, excavator, end loader, compactors, etc., in the 

installation of sewer mains and fittings. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
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"JOB DESCRIPTION -- OPERATOR" POLICY NO. 2330 

kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.5.3 Task:  Operates backhoe, excavator, end loader, compactors, etc., in the 

maintenance and repair of sewer facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.5.4 Task:  Assists in the installation of asphalt-concrete paving material. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools or controls. 

 
 2330.5.5 Task:  Operates backhoe, excavator, end loader, compactors, etc., in the cleaning 

and maintenance of District sewer collection facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.5.6 Task:  Assists in the operation and maintenance of sewer collection facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Standing; walking; lifting and carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., 
frequently up to 50 lbs.); distance vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel objects, tools, 
or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.5.7 Task:  Assists in the maintenance, repair and/or replacement of pumps, motors, 

valves and various other sewer collection facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
2330.6 Marginal Job Duties: 
 



 
Page 4 

"JOB DESCRIPTION -- OPERATOR" POLICY NO. 2330 

 2330.6.1 Task:  Assists in locating District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking over uneven ground; close and 
distance vision; use of hands to operate locating equipment; driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.6.2 Task:  Assists in controlling traffic to facilitate the repair, replacement, operating 

and maintenance of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Standing; walking over uneven ground; distance vision; 
speaking; hearing; use of hands to hold and manipulate signs, and to give direction to vehicle 
operators; driving vehicle 

 
 2330.6.3 Task:  Maintains tools and equipment. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs.); kneeling; stooping; bending; 
squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; 
driving vehicle. 

 
 2330.6.4 Task:  Repair and maintenance of District buildings and grounds. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close and distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
2330.7 Environmental Demands: 
 
 2330.7.1 Outside:  Usually works outside in a variety of weather conditions reaching to 

+100° F. 
 
 2330.7.2 Inside:  Sometimes works indoors in a temperature-controlled environment. 
 
 2330.7.3 Fumes/Gases:  Exposure to fumes from internal combustion engines; exposure to 

dust generated during construction operations; exposure to fumes from week control 
chemicals. 

 
 2330.7.4 Noise/Vibration:  Moderate exposure to noise and vibration from tools and 

equipment. 
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2330.8 Mental Requirements: 
 
 2330.8.1 Reading:  Reads road maps, instructions, work orders, safety manuals, letters, re-

ports, memos, and messages. 
 
 2330.8.2 Writing:  Annotates work orders with materials used, equipment used, as-built 

facility information, hours worked, and descriptions of work done. 
 
 2330.8.3 Math:  Ability to perform basic math calculations.  Ability to count and measure. 
 
 2330.8.4 Attention to Detail:  Medium level concentration and attention to detail to produce 

an acceptable level of workmanship. 
 
 2330.8.5 Repetition:  Routine daily work practices. 
 
 2330.8.6 Judgment:  Frequently works unsupervised; good judgment required. 
 
 2330.8.7 Social Skills:  Ability to relate cooperatively with members of the public, and 

District personnel. 
 
 2330.8.8 Communication Skills:  Ability to understand communications from others.  

Ability to communicate all hand signals related to construction operations. 
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 BOARD POLICY 
 Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
 
TITLE:  JOB DESCRIPTION -- UTILITY WORKER  NUMBER: 2340  
ADOPTION DATE:  FEBRUARY 8, 1984 AMENDED: June 9, 2009 
 
2340.1 GENERAL JOB DESCRIPTION: 
 
 2340.1.1 Under supervision of Field Operations Supervisor, Foreman or Operator: 

works with Operator in the installation and repair of sanitary sewer main lines and 
related equipment; stocks trucks; drives service and dump trucks; operates compaction 
equipment, jackhammer and compressor, and other hand equipment as necessary and/or 
as directed; installs sewer pipe; assists in digging backfilling and repairing roads and 
pavement; repairs damaged pipe; repairs damaged pipe; installs service line taps, house 
sewer cleanout/locks, and other related equipment; assists in construction, maintenance 
and repair of District property; assists in general yard and shop work; and, shares 
stand-by and emergency responsibilities with other field personnel. 
 
(a)  works independently or as a member of a crew to efficiently and productively provide 
assistance as needed in the operations and maintenance, repair and replacement of District 
facilities; 

 (b) performs a wide variety of semi-skilled and skilled manual and automated tasks. 
(c)  reads and interprets construction contracts, specifications, details and plans for the 
purpose of correctly installing, repairing and/or replacing pipeline and appurtenant facilities, 
structures (e.g., manholes, cleanouts, pump stations,  etc.) and appurtenant facilities, 
structural trench sections, and roadway pavement; 

 (d)     accurately estimates and prepares quantity lists of labor, material and equipment needed 
for construction, replacement and/or repair projects; 

 (e)     responsible for fostering positive public relations in responding to questions and 
requests from District customers regarding service and maintenance; 

 (f)       acts as Equipment Operator, Mechanic, Field Operations Technician and Utility 
Worker; 

 (g)      trains, or assists in training of subordinates; 
 (h)     stays current with information relating to safety in conformance with District's safety 

program; and, 
  
 (i)     provides construction inspection and follow-up; 
 (j)     shares on call responsibilities and emergency responsibilities with other field personnel; 
 (k)      acts and supervises employees in sewer pipe installation, backfilling, pavement and 

surface restoration; 
 (l)   acts in routine closed circuit video monitoring of the District collection system; 
 (m)     knowledge in servicing and maintaining the Villa Verona Assessment District Step 

System; 
 (n)     knowledge in use and operation of SCADA systems. 
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2340.2 Prerequisite Qualifications 
 
 2340.2.1 High school diploma or the equivalency thereof. 
 
 2340.2.2 Knowledge of basic construction tools and equipment; basic knowledge of District 

operations and materials used in sewer collection systems. 
 
 2340.2.3 Valid Class “A” California driver license (or ability to obtain within 6 weeks of 

appointment) and satisfactory driving record. 
 
2340.3 Basic Work Hours:  7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 
 
2340.4 Hourly Compensation:   
 
2340.5 Essential Job Duties: 
 
 2340.5.1 Task:  Assists in the repair of pipe leaks on District's sewer system. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.5.2 Task:  Assists in the installation of sewer mains and fittings. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.5.3 Task:  Assists in the installation of asphalt-concrete paving material. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools or controls. 

 
 2340.5.4 Task:  Assists in the cleaning and maintenance of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
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kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.5.5 Task:  Applies weed control chemicals to and around aboveground District 

facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Standing; walking; lifting and carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., 
frequently up to 50 lbs.); distance vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel objects, tools, 
or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.5.6 Task:  Assists in the maintenance, repair and/or replacement of pumps, motors, 

valves and various other sewer facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
2340.6 Marginal Job Duties: 
 
 2340.6.1 Task:  Assists in the locating of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking over uneven ground; close and 
distance vision; use of hands to operate locating equipment; driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.6.2 Task:  Assists in controlling traffic to facilitate the repair, replacement, operating 

and maintenance of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Standing; walking over uneven ground; distance vision; 
speaking; hearing; use of hands to hold and manipulate signs, and to give direction to vehicle 
operators; driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.6.3 Task:  Maintains tools and equipment. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs.); kneeling; stooping; bending; 
squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; 
driving vehicle. 

 
 2340.6.4 Task:  Repair and maintenance of District buildings and grounds. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
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kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close and distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
  

2340.7 Environmental Demands: 
 
 2340.7.1 Outside:  Always works outside in a variety of weather conditions reaching  to 

+100°F. 
 
 2340.7.2 Inside:  Sometimes works indoors in temperature-controlled environment. 
 
 2340.7.3 Fumes/Gases:  Exposure to fumes from internal combustion engines; exposure to 

dust generated during construction operations; exposure to fumes from week control 
chemicals. 

 
 2340.7.4 Noise/Vibration:  Moderate exposure to noise, and minimal vibration from tools 

and equipment. 
 
2340.8 Mental Requirements: 
 
 2340.8.1 Reading:  Reads road maps, instructions, work orders, safety manuals, letters, re-

ports, memos and messages. 
 
 2340.8.2 Writing:  Annotates work orders with materials used, equipment used, as-built 

facility information, hours worked, and descriptions of work done. 
 
 2340.8.3 Math:  Ability to perform basic math calculations.  Ability to count and measure. 
 
 2340.8.4 Attention to Detail:  Medium level concentration and attention to detail to produce 

an acceptable level of workmanship. 
 
 2340.8.5 Repetition:  Routine daily work practices. 
 
 2340.8.6 Judgment:  Works under direct supervision; minimal judgment required. 
 
 2340.8.7 Social Skills:  Ability to relate cooperatively with members of the public, and 

District personnel. 
 
 2340.8.8 Communication Skills:  Ability to understand communications from others.  

Ability to communicate all hand signals related to construction operations. 
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 BOARD POLICY 
 Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
 
TITLE:  JOB DESCRIPTION -- UTILITY WORKER I I  NUMBER: 2345  
ADOPTION DATE:  June 9, 2009 
 
2345.1 GENERAL JOB DESCRIPTION: 
 
 2345.1.1 Under supervision of Field Operations Supervisor, Foreman or Operator: 

works with Operator in the installation and repair of sanitary sewer main lines and 
related equipment; stocks trucks; drives service and dump trucks; operates compaction 
equipment, jackhammer and compressor, and other hand equipment as necessary and/or 
as directed; installs sewer pipe; assists in digging backfilling and repairing roads and 
pavement; repairs damaged pipe; repairs damaged pipe; installs service line taps, house 
sewer cleanout/locks, and other related equipment; assists in construction, maintenance 
and repair of District property; assists in general yard and shop work; and, shares 
stand-by and emergency responsibilities with other field personnel. 
 
(a)  works independently or as a member of a crew to efficiently and productively provide 
assistance as needed in the operations and maintenance, repair and replacement of District 
facilities; 

 (b) performs a wide variety of semi-skilled and skilled manual and automated tasks. 
(c)  reads and interprets construction contracts, specifications, details and plans for the 
purpose of correctly installing, repairing and/or replacing pipeline and appurtenant facilities, 
structures (e.g., manholes, cleanouts, pump stations,  etc.) and appurtenant facilities, 
structural trench sections, and roadway pavement; 

 (d)     accurately estimates and prepares quantity lists of labor, material and equipment needed 
for construction, replacement and/or repair projects; 

 (e)     responsible for fostering positive public relations in responding to questions and 
requests from District customers regarding service and maintenance; 

 (f)       acts as Equipment Operator, Mechanic, Field Operations Technician and Utility 
Worker; 

 (g)      trains, or assists in training of subordinates; 
 (h)     stays current with information relating to safety in conformance with District's safety 

program; and, 
 (i)     provides construction inspection and follow-up; 
 (j)     shares on call responsibilities and emergency responsibilities with other field personnel; 
 (k)      acts and supervises employees in sewer pipe installation, backfilling, pavement and 

surface restoration; 
 (l)   acts in routine closed circuit video monitoring of the District collection system; 
 (m)     knowledge in servicing and maintaining the Villa Verona Assessment District Step 

System; 
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(n)     Under supervision, operates telemetry and process control network allowing wireless 
communications to the District pump stations using a Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition system (SCADA). Makes routine and emergency remote system operational 
changes and prepares reports.  Must possess excellent computer operational skills and assists 
in technical training to other field personnel in all areas of SCADA operation; use of 
computer word processing and spreadsheet programs; current hardware and software 
systems, principles and techniques of computer operations including security procedures. 

 
2345.2 Prerequisite Qualifications 
 
 2345.2.1 High school diploma or the equivalency thereof. 
 
 2345.2.2 Knowledge of basic construction tools and equipment; basic knowledge of District 

operations and materials used in sewer collection systems. 
 
 2345.2.3 Valid Class “A” California driver license (or ability to obtain within 6 weeks of 

appointment) and satisfactory driving record. 
 
2345.3 Basic Work Hours:  7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 
 
2345.4 Hourly Compensation:   
 
2345.5 Essential Job Duties: 
 
 2345.5.1 Task:  Assists in the repair of pipe leaks on District's sewer system. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2345.5.2 Task:  Assists in the installation of sewer mains and fittings. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2345.5.3 Task:  Assists in the installation of asphalt-concrete paving material. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools or controls. 
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 2345.5.4 Task:  Assists in the cleaning and maintenance of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel 
objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2345.5.5 Task:  Applies weed control chemicals to and around aboveground District 

facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Standing; walking; lifting and carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., 
frequently up to 50 lbs.); distance vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel objects, tools, 
or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
 2345.5.6 Task:  Assists in the maintenance, repair and/or replacement of pumps, motors, 

valves and various other sewer facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close vision; distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
2345.6 Marginal Job Duties: 
 
 2345.6.1 Task:  Assists in the locating of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking over uneven ground; close and 
distance vision; use of hands to operate locating equipment; driving vehicle. 

 
 2345.6.2 Task:  Assists in controlling traffic to facilitate the repair, replacement, operating 

and maintenance of District facilities. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Standing; walking over uneven ground; distance vision; 
speaking; hearing; use of hands to hold and manipulate signs, and to give direction to vehicle 
operators; driving vehicle. 

 
 2345.6.3 Task:  Maintains tools and equipment. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs.); kneeling; stooping; bending; 
squatting; close vision; use of hands to finger, handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; 
driving vehicle. 
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 2345.6.4 Task:  Repair and maintenance of District buildings and grounds. 
 

 Physical Demand:  Sitting; standing; walking; lifting, pushing, pulling and 
carrying (regularly up to 25 lbs., frequently up to 50 lbs., and infrequently up to 100 lbs.); 
kneeling; stooping; bending; squatting; close and distance vision; use of hands to finger, 
handle, or feel objects, tools or controls; driving vehicle. 

 
  

2345.7 Environmental Demands: 
 
 2345.7.1 Outside:  Always works outside in a variety of weather conditions reaching to 

+100°F. 
 
 2345.7.2 Inside:  Sometimes works indoors in temperature-controlled environment. 
 
 2345.7.3 Fumes/Gases:  Exposure to fumes from internal combustion engines; exposure to 

dust generated during construction operations; exposure to fumes from week control 
chemicals. 

 
 2345.7.4 Noise/Vibration:  Moderate exposure to noise, and minimal vibration from tools 

and equipment. 
 
2345.8 Mental Requirements: 
 
 2345.8.1 Reading:  Reads road maps, instructions, work orders, safety manuals, letters, re-

ports, memos and messages. 
 
 2345.8.2 Writing:  Annotates work orders with materials used, equipment used, as-built 

facility information, hours worked, and descriptions of work done. 
 
 2345.8.3 Math:  Ability to perform basic math calculations.  Ability to count and measure. 
 
 2345.8.4 Attention to Detail:  Medium level concentration and attention to detail to produce 

an acceptable level of workmanship. 
 
 2345.8.5 Repetition:  Routine daily work practices. 
 
 2345.8.6 Judgment:  Works under direct supervision; minimal judgment required. 
 
 2345.8.7 Social Skills:  Ability to relate cooperatively with members of the public, and 

District personnel. 
 
 2345.8.8 Communication Skills:  Ability to understand communications from others.  

Ability to communicate all hand signals related to construction operations.  



         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE: Item No. 8 – Amendment to Sections 3, 5 & 6 of the District’s Rules 

and Regulations.  
  

General Manager Goyer will present an amendment to Sections 3, 5 & 6 of the District’s 
Rules and Regulations as they pertain to accepting lower laterals.   

 
 

Attachments included. 
 
Recommended Action:  
 
A motion to approve the amendments to Sections 3, 5 & 6 of the District’s Rules and 
Regulations as presented.  
 
Roll call vote. 
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Section 3 

DUTIES, RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
3.01 DUTIES OF DISTRICT PERSONNEL 
3.01.1 Board of Directors 
The Board of Directors shall make and enforce such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary for the safe, economical and efficient operation, management and protection 
of the District’s sewer collection system.  Further, the Board of Directors shall establish 
and regulate rates, fees, service and capacity charges. 

 
3.01.2 General Manager 
The General Manager shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of these 
Rules.  Any powers granted to or duties imposed on the General Manager may be 
delegated by the General Manager to persons employed or retained by the District. 
 
3.01.3 Employees 
District personnel shall enforce the provisions of these Rules.  All District personnel 
shall identify themselves upon request when entering the work site or property for any 
inspection of work or for other purposes required or provided for by these Rules.   

 
3.01.4 Contractors 
All Contractors working on behalf of the District shall identify themselves upon request 
when entering the work site or property for any work or for other purposes required or 
provided for by these Rules.   
 
3.02 RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF DISTRICT 
3.02.1 Control of Sewer System 
The main sewer system shall be under the exclusive control and management of the 
District.  The District shall maintain all District owned lower laterals, main sewers, 
interceptor sewers, lift stations, force mains and related appurtenances.  Figure 3.01 
illustrates the sewer facilities maintenance responsibilities of District and Owner. 
 
3.02.2 Right of Entry 
Authorized representatives of the District are permitted to make limited, reasonable 
inspections, at reasonable times, of any grounds, building or residence served to the 
extent necessary to ensure compliance with these Rules or amendments.  The Owner 
shall be given the opportunity to accompany the District on all inspections.  The Rights 
and Responsibilities incorporated in these Rules shall not be interpreted to limit the 
District in complying with or enforcing its Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP). 
 
If the purpose of the inspection is to verify the presence of multiple units or issues 
related to other billing factors and the District is not given access to enter the property 
within 30 days of the date requested, the service charges may be adjusted.  
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3.02.3 Service Interruption 
The District will exercise reasonable diligence and care to provide continuous operation 
of its sewage collection facilities and to avoid, so far as practicable, curtailments or 
interruptions in such service.  The District, its officers, agents or employees will not, 
however, be liable for interruption, shortage or curtailment or stoppage of said service, 
or for any loss or damage caused thereby.  
 
3.02.4 Temporary Suspension of Service 
When it is necessary or convenient to make repairs or improvements to its system or 
appurtenances, the District shall have the right to temporarily suspend sewer service or 
obstruct the flow of sewage from the lateral sewer.  The District shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage caused thereby.  Repairs or improvements will be made as rapidly 
as practicable and, so far as possible, at such times as will cause the least 
inconvenience to customers and users.   
 
3.02.5  Correction Notices 
Whenever possible, the District shall serve the Owner with written notice if corrective 
action is needed on the facilities which are Owner’s responsibility to maintain, and allow 
a reasonable time for the satisfactory correction thereof.  If the Owner fails to respond 
within the time period stated in such notice, District shall cause said sewer facilities to 
be suspended by plugging the sewer service, or if District finds it necessary in the 
interest of public health and safety, District may perform work on said facilities and the 
reasonable costs and expenses incurred for work and material shall be paid by the 
Owner.  Any charges shall be collectible by District as provided by these Rules.  
Administrative fees may be levied in accordance with Exhibit 10.01.   
 
3.03 RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF OWNER 
3.03.1  Compliance with Rules 
Owner shall comply with the provisions contained within these Rules. 
 
3.03.1.1 Tenants’ Compliance 
The Owner shall be responsible for tenant’s compliance with all provisions contained 
within these Rules. 

 
3.03.2 Connection by Application and Permit Only 
Connections to the District’s sewer system shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of District rules, regulations, ordinances, Board policies and specifications.  
No person shall connect to, alter or discharge into the sewer system without making 
application to the District, securing a permit and paying applicable charges.  No person 
other than authorized representatives of the District shall connect to any District sewer 
facilities. 
 
3.03.3 Accessibility 
The Owner shall provide to the District, its employees and its authorized agents access 
at all reasonable times to enter Owner’s premises for any purpose related to the 
provision of sewer service, including inspection to determine that District Rules are 
being observed, in accordance with §3.02.2.  
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3.03.4 Obstructions 
In accordance with District Easement Encroachment Policy, Exhibit 3.01, no person 
shall place on any sewer pipeline any obstruction, including, but not limited to wires, 
fences, trees or structures, which may impede or otherwise interfere with the District’s 
ready access to any portion of the sanitary sewer system owned by the District without 
prior approval from the District.  Upon the District’s written request, such obstruction 
shall be immediately removed by the Owner at no cost to the District or, at the District’s 
option, shall be removed by the District at the Owner’s expense, should the need arise.  
If the Owner wishes to reinstall the obstruction, it shall be done at the owner’s expense.  
The reinstallation shall be subject to subsequent removals if access by the District is 
required again. (See Board Policy No. 6210)   
 
3.03.5 Sewer Lateral 
The Owner shall, at his or her own risk and expense, install, keep and maintain in good 
repair all sewer laterals, including cleanouts, from the premises served to the point of 
discharge into District’s system.  Figure 3.01 illustrates the sewer facilities maintenance 
responsibilities of the Owner. 
 
The Owner shall operate and maintain the sewer lateral in an open and free-flowing 
condition, capable of passing tests as outlined in these Rules.  The Owner shall be 
responsible for blockages in the lateral sewer, unless the blockage is caused by a 
physical defect in the District’s area of responsibility, Figure 3.01 and Figure 3.02. 
 
3.03.6 Loss and Damage 
The Owner shall be responsible for any loss or damage caused by improper or 
defective installations, facilities or equipment, (whether inspected or approved by 
District), or inadequate maintenance of the facilities. 

 
3.03.7  Owner’s Responsibility Related to Excavation 
Prior to excavating and whenever any underground construction is to be performed, the 
Owner shall contact the District and review the appropriate record drawings on file at 
the District Office.  The Owner shall be responsible for the following: 
 
3.03.7.1  Owner to Determine Location   
The Owner shall make such calculations, findings and conclusions as may be 
necessary to determine the approximate location of the District sanitary sewer facilities 
in relationship to the proposed excavation.  In the event of conflicting positions, the 
District sanitary sewer facilities shall have prior rights to its location.  
 
3.03.7.2 Expose Sewer Facilities and Determine Adequate Fall 
The Owner shall be responsible for the proposed excavation and shall explore for and 
expose the District sanitary sewer facilities using reasonable care.  Once the District 
sanitary sewer facilities are exposed, the Owner responsible for the excavation shall 
verify the clearances and compatibility of the proposed works.  It is the Owner’s 
responsibility to determine adequate fall before installation of the sewer lateral and/or 
before establishing the finished floor elevation of the structure. 
 
3.03.7.3 District Assistance with Location 
Whenever the stub-out, wye or other point of connection is not located as shown on the 
District's record maps, the District shall assist the Owner to the extent reasonably 
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possible after reasonable effort has been made by the Owner to locate the point of 
connection by use of surface and underground pipeline detectors.  The District will 
locate sewer stubs for new service through closed circuit television. 
 
The District shall not be responsible for the cost of equipment, excavation, labor and/or 
material expenses incurred by the Owner in determining the location of stub-outs, 
service laterals, wyes or other District sanitary sewer facilities, whether existing or non-
existing. 
 
3.03.7.4 Damage to District’s Facilities 
The Owner shall be solely responsible for any and all damage to the District's sanitary 
sewer facilities during excavation and backfill, regardless of the cause.  This includes 
consequential damage due to improper pipe protection and backfill procedures. 
 
3.03.7.5     Underground Service Alert 
The Owner shall call Underground Service Alert (USA) 48 hours prior to any start of 
excavation. 
 
3.03.7.6 Written Notices 
The Owner shall respond to written notices served by the District that require corrective 
action, within the time period stated in the notice.  Owner shall be responsible for 
reasonable costs and expenses incurred by the District for labor and material, should it 
be necessary for the District to plug the sewer line or to perform work on Owner’s 
facilities. 
 
3.04  PAYMENT OF CHARGES AND FEES 
3.04.1 Connection Fees 
Payment of sewer connection fees in accordance with Exhibit 10.01 is the responsibility 
of the Owner.  The Owner shall notify the District if there is any change in sewer use in 
accordance with §10.05.1.1 and §10.05.2.1. 
 
3.04.2  Service Charges 
All sewer service charges shall be billed to the Owner of the property or as provided in 
Board Policy, whether or not the Owner is the occupant.  For the purposes of these 
Rules, determination of lot or parcel Ownership thereof shall be based upon the latest 
available records of the Assessor’s offices of Butte County.  Sewer service charges 
shall be in accordance with Exhibit 10.01. 
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Easement Encroachment Policy                      

Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 

 
BACKGROUND 
The District owns and operates sewer facilities in South Oroville and into the East Foothills 
including the Lake Oroville State Recreation Area.  These facilities are located both within 
public rights of way and on private property.  When located on private property, the District 
generally possesses a utility easement permitting the District to install, operate, and 
maintain the utility facilities. 

An Easement is a right to use a defined area of the real property of another for a specified 
purpose.  The owner of the real property generally retains all the benefits of ownership of 
the land, which are not inconsistent with and do not unreasonably, interfere with the rights 
of the easement holder. 

The utility easements of the District vary as to form.  In general, they are for the installation, 
operation, and maintenance of sewer facilities, are to the benefit of the District, and are non-
exclusive.  The owner of the real property is prohibited from doing or installing anything that 
will hinder or prohibit the District’s enjoyment of the easement.  Most contain a clause 
specifically prohibiting the installation of any structure without the written approval of the 
District. 

As landowners continue to improve their properties, the District’s facilities are increasingly 
found to conflict with their plans.  Furthermore, property owners have, over the years, 
constructed various improvements on their property, which are in conflict the rights of the 
District. 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this document is to create a fair and consistent policy establishing permitted 
uses within District easements and establishing procedures required to permit allowed 
encroachments.  Furthermore, this policy will establish procedures for addressing existing 
un-permitted encroachments. 

POLICY 
 

General 

It is the District’s primary responsibility to provide safe, efficient and cost effective sewer 
services to its customers and to protect District facilities.  The District considers any 
Encroachment or improvement within a District easement that prohibits direct surface 
access to the underground facilities to be contrary to its easement rights. 

However, the District recognizes the inconvenience of having a utility and associated 
easement located on private property.  Therefore, the District has and will make every effort 
to cooperate with Landowner’s desires to improve and utilize their property. 

Definitions 

Encroachment:  An Encroachment is an activity or condition, which results in 
interference with the rights of the District under its easements.  With respect to this 
policy there are four defined classes of encroachments: 

Exhibit 3.01 
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Class 1 – Encroachments that only slightly interfere with the District’s access to the 
easement area and are easily removed.  The following are examples of Class 1 
Encroachments: 

• flower beds 

• lawns and groundcovers 

• small shrubs 

• irrigation systems 

• gravel surfacing 

• paving stone surfacing 

• asphalt concrete driveways and walkways 

Class 2 – Encroachments that significantly interfere with the District’s access to the 
easement area.  However, due to their nature they are readily removable or only 
impact a limited area of the easement.  The following are examples of Class 2 
Encroachments: 

• concrete driveways and walkways 

• larger trees whose roots do not have propensity to invade sewer  
                 facilities 

• minor landscaping fences 

• minor fill 

• minor landscaping features such as rock or timber walls 

Class 3 – Encroachments that are a major interference to the District’s access to the 
easement area and are very difficult to remove or impact a large area of the 
easement.  The following are examples of Class 3 Encroachments: 

• major landscaping elements such as fountains and waterfalls 

• major fences 

• retaining walls 

• decks and patios 

• earthen embankments 

• major fill 

• non-occupied structures such as small sheds and breezeways 

Class 4 – Encroachment of Structures or portions of structures such as houses, 
garages, workshops, structural fill, porches, and overhangs that prohibit access to 
the easement area, have the potential to damage facility, are impossible or 
unreasonable to remove, or create a liability for the District. 

Existing Encroachment:  An existing Encroachment is an Encroachment, which exists prior 
to the effective date of this policy, whether approved, or not. 

Proposed Encroachment:  A proposed Encroachment is a new Encroachment proposed by 
a Landowner or is a remodel or reconstruction of an Existing Encroachment. 

Encroachment Policy 

Class 1 Encroachments: 

• Class 1 Encroachments are permitted encroachments within District             
         easements and require no separate approval from the District.  
  

 Class 2 Encroachments:   

• Proposed Class 2 Encroachments may be permitted by Easement 
Encroachment Agreement (Board Policy No. 6210) from the District.  
Plans should be submitted to the District for review and comment. 
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• Existing Class 2 Encroachments may remain without approval of the 
District. 

Class 3 Encroachments:   

• Proposed Class 3 Encroachments are prohibited, except as provided in 
the Exceptions section below. 

• When Existing Class 3 Encroachments are discovered, the District will 
send the Landowner a letter explaining that the Encroachment is a 
violation and explaining the District’s rights.  The letter will include a copy 
of the existing easement and this Policy.   

• The Landowner may request that an Existing Class 3 Encroachment be 
permitted as provided in the Exceptions section below. 

Class 4 Encroachments:   

• Proposed Class 4 Encroachments are prohibited, except as provided in 
the Exceptions section below. 

• When Existing Class 4 Encroachments are discovered, the District will 
send the Landowner a letter explaining that the Encroachment is a 
violation and explaining the District’s rights.  The letter will include a copy 
of the existing easement and this Policy.   

• The Landowner may request that an Existing Class 4 Encroachment be 
permitted as provided in the Exceptions section below. 

Exceptions 

Prior to considering any exceptions to the above policy, the following two options should 
be thoroughly investigated by the Landowner: 

• Redesign of the project to eliminate, reduce, or change the nature of 
the Encroachment. 

• Relocate the existing utility and easement to eliminate, reduce, or 
change the nature of the Encroachment. 

Class 3 Encroachments – The District can allow exceptions to the above policy for Class 
3 Encroachments and issue an Easement Encroachment Agreement under the following 
conditions: 

• Relocation of the utility and easement is not feasible or desired by the 
District.  The District will determine this solely. 

• The Encroachment is designed to permit access to the greatest extent 
possible and is designed to not damage the facility. 

• The Encroachment can be removed in the case of emergency without 
dramatically impacting the landowner or occupants. 

• The execution and recording of the attached Encroachment Agreement 
(Attachment A) defining the Landowner’s responsibilities relative to the 
Encroachment. 

 
Class 4 Encroachments – The District Board of Directors must approve any exceptions 
to the above Policy related to Class 4 Encroachments prior to issuing an Easement 
Encroachment Agreement.  The District will strongly discourage exceptions to the above 
Policy for Class 4 Encroachments.  In extreme cases, exceptions will be considered 
under the following conditions.  The Landowner should contact the District for more 
information on this situation prior to planning any Class 4 Encroachment. 

• Relocation of the utility and easement is not feasible or desired by the 
District.  The Landowner should provide an engineering report analyzing 
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relocation alternatives and providing recommendations.  The District will 
determine the validity of the conclusions of the report. 

• The utility facility is redesigned and reconstructed by the Landowner to a 
higher standard as determined by the District.  The design should include 
provisions for removal of the facility without damage to the structure. 

• The Landowner will be required to enter into a Development Agreement 
and comply with all of its provisions covering the utility facility 
reconstruction. 

• The structure is designed not to damage the facility. 

• The landowner will be required to execute and record an Amended and 
Restated Easement Agreement. 

District Responsibilities 

The District shall be solely responsible for determining the Class of Encroachment. 

The District is responsible for restoring the easement area to a smooth graded and 
stabilized surface.  The District will not be responsible for replacement of any 
improvements, regardless of Class, removed or damaged for access. 

In emergencies, the District will remove improvement with least practicable damage and set 
them aside on Landowner’s property. 

For non-emergency activities, the District will provide notification to the Landowner to 
remove improvements.  If improvements are not removed in a timely manner, the District 
will remove them at the expense of the Landowner. 

Landowner Responsibilities 

Landowner shall be responsible for all District expenses, including legal fees, associated 
with this policy. 
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Section 3 

DUTIES, RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
3.01 DUTIES OF DISTRICT PERSONNEL 
3.01.1 Board of Directors 
The Board of Directors shall make and enforce such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary for the safe, economical and efficient operation, management and protection 
of the District’s sewer collection system.  Further, the Board of Directors shall establish 
and regulate rates, fees, service and capacity charges. 

 
3.01.2 General Manager 
The General Manager shall administer, implement and enforce the provisions of these 
Rules.  Any powers granted to or duties imposed on the General Manager may be 
delegated by the General Manager to persons employed or retained by the District. 
 
3.01.3 Employees 
District personnel shall enforce the provisions of these Rules.  All District personnel 
shall identify themselves upon request when entering the work site or property for any 
inspection of work or for other purposes required or provided for by these Rules.   

 
3.01.4 Contractors 
All Contractors working on behalf of the District shall identify themselves upon request 
when entering the work site or property for any work or for other purposes required or 
provided for by these Rules.   
 
3.02 RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF DISTRICT 
3.02.1 Control of Sewer System 
The main sewer system shall be under the exclusive control and management of the 
District.  The District shall maintain all District owned lower laterals, main sewers, 
interceptor sewers, lift stations, force mains and related appurtenances.  Figure 3.01 
illustrates the sewer facilities maintenance responsibilities of District and Owner. 
 
3.02.2 Right of Entry 
Authorized representatives of the District are permitted to make limited, reasonable 
inspections, at reasonable times, of any grounds, building or residence served to the 
extent necessary to ensure compliance with these Rules or amendments.  The Owner 
shall be given the opportunity to accompany the District on all inspections.  The Rights 
and Responsibilities incorporated in these Rules shall not be interpreted to limit the 
District in complying with or enforcing its Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP). 
 
If the purpose of the inspection is to verify the presence of multiple units or issues 
related to other billing factors and the District is not given access to enter the property 
within 30 days of the date requested, the service charges may be adjusted.  



 

LOAPUD Rules & Regs 
3-2 

3.02.3 Service Interruption 
The District will exercise reasonable diligence and care to provide continuous operation 
of its sewage collection facilities and to avoid, so far as practicable, curtailments or 
interruptions in such service.  The District, its officers, agents or employees will not, 
however, be liable for interruption, shortage or curtailment or stoppage of said service, 
or for any loss or damage caused thereby.  
 
3.02.4 Temporary Suspension of Service 
When it is necessary or convenient to make repairs or improvements to its system or 
appurtenances, the District shall have the right to temporarily suspend sewer service or 
obstruct the flow of sewage from the lateral sewer.  The District shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage caused thereby.  Repairs or improvements will be made as rapidly 
as practicable and, so far as possible, at such times as will cause the least 
inconvenience to customers and users.   
 
3.02.5  Correction Notices 
Whenever possible, the District shall serve the Owner with written notice if corrective 
action is needed on the facilities which are Owner’s responsibility to maintain, and allow 
a reasonable time for the satisfactory correction thereof.  If the Owner fails to respond 
within the time period stated in such notice, District shall cause said sewer facilities to 
be suspended by plugging the sewer service, or if District finds it necessary in the 
interest of public health and safety, District may perform work on said facilities and the 
reasonable costs and expenses incurred for work and material shall be paid by the 
Owner.  Any charges shall be collectible by District as provided by these Rules.  
Administrative fees may be levied in accordance with Exhibit 10.01.   
 
3.03 RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF OWNER 
3.03.1  Compliance with Rules 
Owner shall comply with the provisions contained within these Rules. 
 
3.03.1.1 Tenants’ Compliance 
The Owner shall be responsible for tenant’s compliance with all provisions contained 
within these Rules. 

 
3.03.2 Connection by Application and Permit Only 
Connections to the District’s sewer system shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of District rules, regulations, ordinances, Board policies and specifications.  
No person shall connect to, alter or discharge into the sewer system without making 
application to the District, securing a permit and paying applicable charges.  No person 
other than authorized representatives of the District shall connect to any District sewer 
facilities. 
 
3.03.3 Accessibility 
The Owner shall provide to the District, its employees and its authorized agents access 
at all reasonable times to enter Owner’s premises for any purpose related to the 
provision of sewer service, including inspection to determine that District Rules are 
being observed, in accordance with §3.02.2.  
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3.03.4 Obstructions 
In accordance with District Easement Encroachment Policy, Exhibit 3.01, no person 
shall place on any sewer pipeline any obstruction, including, but not limited to wires, 
fences, trees or structures, which may impede or otherwise interfere with the District’s 
ready access to any portion of the sanitary sewer system owned by the District without 
prior approval from the District.  Upon the District’s written request, such obstruction 
shall be immediately removed by the Owner at no cost to the District or, at the District’s 
option, shall be removed by the District at the Owner’s expense, should the need arise.  
If the Owner wishes to reinstall the obstruction, it shall be done at the owner’s expense.  
The reinstallation shall be subject to subsequent removals if access by the District is 
required again. (See Board Policy No. 6210)   
 
3.03.5 Sewer Lateral 
The Owner shall, at his or her own risk and expense, install, keep and maintain in good 
repair all sewer laterals, including cleanouts, from the premises served to the point of 
discharge into District’s system.  Figure 3.01 illustrates the sewer facilities maintenance 
responsibilities of the Owner. 
 
The Owner shall operate and maintain the sewer lateral in an open and free-flowing 
condition, capable of passing tests as outlined in these Rules.  The Owner shall be 
responsible for blockages in the lateral sewer, unless the blockage is caused by a 
physical defect in the District’s area of responsibility, Figure 3.01 and Figure 3.02. 
 
3.03.6 Loss and Damage 
The Owner shall be responsible for any loss or damage caused by improper or 
defective installations, facilities or equipment, (whether inspected or approved by 
District), or inadequate maintenance of the facilities. 

 
3.03.7  Owner’s Responsibility Related to Excavation 
Prior to excavating and whenever any underground construction is to be performed, the 
Owner shall contact the District and review the appropriate record drawings on file at 
the District Office.  The Owner shall be responsible for the following: 
 
3.03.7.1  Owner to Determine Location   
The Owner shall make such calculations, findings and conclusions as may be 
necessary to determine the approximate location of the District sanitary sewer facilities 
in relationship to the proposed excavation.  In the event of conflicting positions, the 
District sanitary sewer facilities shall have prior rights to its location.  
 
3.03.7.2 Expose Sewer Facilities and Determine Adequate Fall 
The Owner shall be responsible for the proposed excavation and shall explore for and 
expose the District sanitary sewer facilities using reasonable care.  Once the District 
sanitary sewer facilities are exposed, the Owner responsible for the excavation shall 
verify the clearances and compatibility of the proposed works.  It is the Owner’s 
responsibility to determine adequate fall before installation of the sewer lateral and/or 
before establishing the finished floor elevation of the structure. 
 
3.03.7.3 District Assistance with Location 
Whenever the stub-out, wye or other point of connection is not located as shown on the 
District's record maps, the District shall assist the Owner to the extent reasonably 
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possible after reasonable effort has been made by the Owner to locate the point of 
connection by use of surface and underground pipeline detectors.  The District will 
locate sewer stubs for new service through closed circuit television. 
 
The District shall not be responsible for the cost of equipment, excavation, labor and/or 
material expenses incurred by the Owner in determining the location of stub-outs, 
service laterals, wyes or other District sanitary sewer facilities, whether existing or non-
existing. 
 
3.03.7.4 Damage to District’s Facilities 
The Owner shall be solely responsible for any and all damage to the District's sanitary 
sewer facilities during excavation and backfill, regardless of the cause.  This includes 
consequential damage due to improper pipe protection and backfill procedures. 
 
3.03.7.5     Underground Service Alert 
The Owner shall call Underground Service Alert (USA) 48 hours prior to any start of 
excavation. 
 
3.03.7.6 Written Notices 
The Owner shall respond to written notices served by the District that require corrective 
action, within the time period stated in the notice.  Owner shall be responsible for 
reasonable costs and expenses incurred by the District for labor and material, should it 
be necessary for the District to plug the sewer line or to perform work on Owner’s 
facilities. 
 
3.04  PAYMENT OF CHARGES AND FEES 
3.04.1 Connection Fees 
Payment of sewer connection fees in accordance with Exhibit 10.01 is the responsibility 
of the Owner.  The Owner shall notify the District if there is any change in sewer use in 
accordance with §10.05.1.1 and §10.05.2.1. 
 
3.04.2  Service Charges 
All sewer service charges shall be billed to the Owner of the property or as provided in 
Board Policy, whether or not the Owner is the occupant.  For the purposes of these 
Rules, determination of lot or parcel Ownership thereof shall be based upon the latest 
available records of the Assessor’s offices of Butte County.  Sewer service charges 
shall be in accordance with Exhibit 10.01. 
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Easement Encroachment Policy                      

Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 

 
BACKGROUND 
The District owns and operates sewer facilities in South Oroville and into the East Foothills 
including the Lake Oroville State Recreation Area.  These facilities are located both within 
public rights of way and on private property.  When located on private property, the District 
generally possesses a utility easement permitting the District to install, operate, and 
maintain the utility facilities. 

An Easement is a right to use a defined area of the real property of another for a specified 
purpose.  The owner of the real property generally retains all the benefits of ownership of 
the land, which are not inconsistent with and do not unreasonably, interfere with the rights 
of the easement holder. 

The utility easements of the District vary as to form.  In general, they are for the installation, 
operation, and maintenance of sewer facilities, are to the benefit of the District, and are non-
exclusive.  The owner of the real property is prohibited from doing or installing anything that 
will hinder or prohibit the District’s enjoyment of the easement.  Most contain a clause 
specifically prohibiting the installation of any structure without the written approval of the 
District. 

As landowners continue to improve their properties, the District’s facilities are increasingly 
found to conflict with their plans.  Furthermore, property owners have, over the years, 
constructed various improvements on their property, which are in conflict the rights of the 
District. 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this document is to create a fair and consistent policy establishing permitted 
uses within District easements and establishing procedures required to permit allowed 
encroachments.  Furthermore, this policy will establish procedures for addressing existing 
un-permitted encroachments. 

POLICY 
 

General 

It is the District’s primary responsibility to provide safe, efficient and cost effective sewer 
services to its customers and to protect District facilities.  The District considers any 
Encroachment or improvement within a District easement that prohibits direct surface 
access to the underground facilities to be contrary to its easement rights. 

However, the District recognizes the inconvenience of having a utility and associated 
easement located on private property.  Therefore, the District has and will make every effort 
to cooperate with Landowner’s desires to improve and utilize their property. 

Definitions 

Encroachment:  An Encroachment is an activity or condition, which results in 
interference with the rights of the District under its easements.  With respect to this 
policy there are four defined classes of encroachments: 

Exhibit 3.01 
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Class 1 – Encroachments that only slightly interfere with the District’s access to the 
easement area and are easily removed.  The following are examples of Class 1 
Encroachments: 

• flower beds 

• lawns and groundcovers 

• small shrubs 

• irrigation systems 

• gravel surfacing 

• paving stone surfacing 

• asphalt concrete driveways and walkways 

Class 2 – Encroachments that significantly interfere with the District’s access to the 
easement area.  However, due to their nature they are readily removable or only 
impact a limited area of the easement.  The following are examples of Class 2 
Encroachments: 

• concrete driveways and walkways 

• larger trees whose roots do not have propensity to invade sewer  
                 facilities 

• minor landscaping fences 

• minor fill 

• minor landscaping features such as rock or timber walls 

Class 3 – Encroachments that are a major interference to the District’s access to the 
easement area and are very difficult to remove or impact a large area of the 
easement.  The following are examples of Class 3 Encroachments: 

• major landscaping elements such as fountains and waterfalls 

• major fences 

• retaining walls 

• decks and patios 

• earthen embankments 

• major fill 

• non-occupied structures such as small sheds and breezeways 

Class 4 – Encroachment of Structures or portions of structures such as houses, 
garages, workshops, structural fill, porches, and overhangs that prohibit access to 
the easement area, have the potential to damage facility, are impossible or 
unreasonable to remove, or create a liability for the District. 

Existing Encroachment:  An existing Encroachment is an Encroachment, which exists prior 
to the effective date of this policy, whether approved, or not. 

Proposed Encroachment:  A proposed Encroachment is a new Encroachment proposed by 
a Landowner or is a remodel or reconstruction of an Existing Encroachment. 

Encroachment Policy 

Class 1 Encroachments: 

• Class 1 Encroachments are permitted encroachments within District             
         easements and require no separate approval from the District.  
  

 Class 2 Encroachments:   

• Proposed Class 2 Encroachments may be permitted by Easement 
Encroachment Agreement (Board Policy No. 6210) from the District.  
Plans should be submitted to the District for review and comment. 
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• Existing Class 2 Encroachments may remain without approval of the 
District. 

Class 3 Encroachments:   

• Proposed Class 3 Encroachments are prohibited, except as provided in 
the Exceptions section below. 

• When Existing Class 3 Encroachments are discovered, the District will 
send the Landowner a letter explaining that the Encroachment is a 
violation and explaining the District’s rights.  The letter will include a copy 
of the existing easement and this Policy.   

• The Landowner may request that an Existing Class 3 Encroachment be 
permitted as provided in the Exceptions section below. 

Class 4 Encroachments:   

• Proposed Class 4 Encroachments are prohibited, except as provided in 
the Exceptions section below. 

• When Existing Class 4 Encroachments are discovered, the District will 
send the Landowner a letter explaining that the Encroachment is a 
violation and explaining the District’s rights.  The letter will include a copy 
of the existing easement and this Policy.   

• The Landowner may request that an Existing Class 4 Encroachment be 
permitted as provided in the Exceptions section below. 

Exceptions 

Prior to considering any exceptions to the above policy, the following two options should 
be thoroughly investigated by the Landowner: 

• Redesign of the project to eliminate, reduce, or change the nature of 
the Encroachment. 

• Relocate the existing utility and easement to eliminate, reduce, or 
change the nature of the Encroachment. 

Class 3 Encroachments – The District can allow exceptions to the above policy for Class 
3 Encroachments and issue an Easement Encroachment Agreement under the following 
conditions: 

• Relocation of the utility and easement is not feasible or desired by the 
District.  The District will determine this solely. 

• The Encroachment is designed to permit access to the greatest extent 
possible and is designed to not damage the facility. 

• The Encroachment can be removed in the case of emergency without 
dramatically impacting the landowner or occupants. 

• The execution and recording of the attached Encroachment Agreement 
(Attachment A) defining the Landowner’s responsibilities relative to the 
Encroachment. 

 
Class 4 Encroachments – The District Board of Directors must approve any exceptions 
to the above Policy related to Class 4 Encroachments prior to issuing an Easement 
Encroachment Agreement.  The District will strongly discourage exceptions to the above 
Policy for Class 4 Encroachments.  In extreme cases, exceptions will be considered 
under the following conditions.  The Landowner should contact the District for more 
information on this situation prior to planning any Class 4 Encroachment. 

• Relocation of the utility and easement is not feasible or desired by the 
District.  The Landowner should provide an engineering report analyzing 
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relocation alternatives and providing recommendations.  The District will 
determine the validity of the conclusions of the report. 

• The utility facility is redesigned and reconstructed by the Landowner to a 
higher standard as determined by the District.  The design should include 
provisions for removal of the facility without damage to the structure. 

• The Landowner will be required to enter into a Development Agreement 
and comply with all of its provisions covering the utility facility 
reconstruction. 

• The structure is designed not to damage the facility. 

• The landowner will be required to execute and record an Amended and 
Restated Easement Agreement. 

District Responsibilities 

The District shall be solely responsible for determining the Class of Encroachment. 

The District is responsible for restoring the easement area to a smooth graded and 
stabilized surface.  The District will not be responsible for replacement of any 
improvements, regardless of Class, removed or damaged for access. 

In emergencies, the District will remove improvement with least practicable damage and set 
them aside on Landowner’s property. 

For non-emergency activities, the District will provide notification to the Landowner to 
remove improvements.  If improvements are not removed in a timely manner, the District 
will remove them at the expense of the Landowner. 

Landowner Responsibilities 

Landowner shall be responsible for all District expenses, including legal fees, associated 
with this policy. 
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Section 6  

LATERAL INSPECTION, TESTING AND MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES   

 
6.01 INSPECTIONS 
This section addresses the inspection of lateral sewers and appurtenances.  The 
inspection of sewer mains shall be in accordance with Lake Oroville Area Public Utility 
District “Improvement Standards.” 
 
The following requirements apply to both gravity flow and pressurized lateral sewers: 
 
6.01.1 Codes Followed    
Inspection of sewer fixtures, lateral sewers, grease interceptors and sand-oil 
interceptors shall be in accordance with the requirements of the most recent edition of 
the California Plumbing Code, the codes of the State of California, regulations of the 
County of Butte, and Rules and Construction Standards of the Lake Oroville Area Public 
Utility District.     

 
6.01.2  Permit Required 
Under the following conditions, the Owner must obtain a permit from the District in 
accordance with §4: 
 

a. Connection of a new structure to the District’s sewer system 
b. Remodeling of a house, building or property served 
c. Change of use of a house, building or property served, for example, from 

residential to commercial, or from office and professional to restaurant, or 
from garage to apartment 

d. Upon repair or replacement of all or part of the building or lateral sewer lines 
e. Where inflow or infiltration is suspected, or if a defect in the lateral sewer is 

suspected based upon observation by the District 
f. Upon determination by the General Manager that the cleaning and testing is 

required for the protection of the public health, safety or welfare  
 

 
6.01.3  Inspection Required  
A District inspector shall inspect all permitted sewer work for compliance with all 
requirements of the District.   

  
6.01.4 No Warranty  Responsibility   
In providing inspection services, the District, its officers, agents and employees shall not 
be deemed to make any warranties of any kind including warranties as to accuracy of 
location information, inspection or adequacy of materials or workmanship. The District 
shall not be responsible for any losses or damages sustained or resulting from any such 
inaccuracies or inadequacies or defective materials or workmanship.  
 
6.01.5 Owner to Request and be Present for Inspection 
It shall be the duty of the person performing work authorized by permit to notify the 
District when work is ready for inspection. Installation and testing conducted without 
such notice shall not satisfy the requirements of this Section. All facilities must be 
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accessible and the system must be completely ready for inspection at the scheduled 
time.  Failure to comply with this will result in an additional inspection service charge in 
accordance with Exhibit 10.01 for each repeat site visit.  The Owner or the Owner’s 
representative must be present during all inspections. 

 
6.01.6 Normal Inspection Schedule 
Inspections may be scheduled Monday through Friday (excluding legal holidays) from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., weather conditions permitting.  Inspection requests should be 
made not later than 4:30 p.m. for next day inspections. 
 
6.01.7 After-Hours Inspections 
The District may schedule inspections outside of normal working hours, on weekends or 
holidays, if requested.  The Owner must pay all associated costs.  A deposit will be 
required prior to scheduling after hours work. 
 
6.01.8 Failed Inspection Results  
6.01.8.1 When any work has been inspected and the results fail, notice shall be given 
instructing the Owner, on-site and in writing, to correct the work authorized by the 
permit. 
 
6.01.8.2  Passed Inspection Results  
When any work has been inspected and the test results pass, an original certificate of 
passed inspection shall be given to the property owner.  A copy will also be given if 
necessary to the real estate agent, escrow officer and placed in the Assessor’s Parcel 
file in the District office. 

 
6.01.9 Connection Without Inspection  
Any connection made to the District system without inspection and approval shall 
constitute a violation of these Rules.  The District may require the Owner to uncover 
said installation for the purpose of inspection and examination.  Should it become 
necessary for the District to expose the installation, expense incurred by the District 
shall be charged to the Owner.   

6.01.10 Categories of Inspections 

6.01.10.1 Residential Inspections 
6.01.10.1a Residential New Construction or Remodel Permit 
As a part of the standard construction permit (new construction, remodel) there shall be 
up to four (4) site inspections, to include: 

• an initial trench inspection  

• witness of a pressure test  

• a final inspection  
  
A fourth site visit is allowed for any purpose at no additional charge.  Any inspection 
beyond four (4) will be billed to the Owner according to Exhibit 10.01. 
 
When a sewer line is replaced without any remodel of the structure a permit will be 
issued to include two site visits:  

• one trench inspection  

• one sewer pressure test.  
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Additional site visits will be charged in accordance with Exhibit 10.01. 
 
 
6.01.10.2 Commercial Inspections 
6.01.10.2a Commercial New Construction or Remodel Permit 
As a part of the standard construction permit (new construction or remodel) the Owner 
shall place a deposit to be applied to the actual cost of inspection by District personnel.  
Inspections include, but are not limited to:  

• initial trench,  

• witness of a pressure test 

• final inspection.   
 
The deposit will be charged in accordance with Exhibit 10.01.     
 
When a sewer line is replaced without any remodel of the structure, a permit will be 
issued to include two site visits:  

• one trench inspection and  

• one sewer pressure test   
 
Additional site visits will be charged in accordance with Exhibit 10.01. 
 
 
6.01.10.3 Types of Inspections 
6.01.10.3a Initial Trench Inspection   
The District will inspect all exposed trenches for proper bedding, backfill, grade, material 
and installation method.  The sewer lateral shall not be covered at any point until it has 
been inspected and passed by the District. 
 
6.01.10.3b Witness of Pressure Test  
A District inspector shall be present to witness a sewer pressure test, as described in 
this Section.  Test results will not be accepted if a District inspector was not present 
during the pressure test. 

 
6.01.10.3c Final Inspection 
During the final inspection, a District inspector will verify with approved plans the fixture 
count, and confirm that pressure tests are completed and that cleanouts are boxed. 
 

The Owner of a building under construction or remodel shall not make use of the District 
sewer system until the entire building sewer fixtures have been installed and have been 
inspected for compliance with all requirements. 

 
Prior to scheduling a final inspection, the Owner shall ensure that: 

a. Pressure testing of sewer system has been satisfactorily 
completed and approved 

b. Cleanouts are accessible, boxed and visible to the inspector 
and have proper caps installed securely 

c. All conditions outlined in the permit have been met 
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6.02  TESTING AND MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES    
6.02.1 General NEW LATERAL TESTING PROGRAM 
 
The purpose of the Lateral Testing Program is to insure that sewer service laterals are 
tested, maintained, and replaced if necessary to reduce inflow and infiltration (I & I) into 
the District’s collection system and help maintain compliance of the Waste Discharge 
Permit (WDR) issued to the District by the State Water Quality Control Board and the 
WDR issued to SC-OR, the Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 
Three categories of laterals are defined in these Rules: 

• Untested  

• Tested 

• New 
 
Presently the maintenance of both the lower lateral and the upper lateral are the 
responsibility of the property owner.  Upon adoption of these Rules, the District will 
assume the maintenance of all newly constructed lower laterals (New).  As existing 
laterals (Untested) are tested and passed, the District will issue a Certificate of Passing 
Inspection (Tested) and assume maintenance of the lower lateral. 
 
This section addresses the testing and maintenance, and repair and replacement if 
necessary, of lateral sewers and appurtenances.  The testing and maintenance of 
sewer mains shall be in accordance with Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
“Improvement Standards.” 
 
The following requirements apply to both gravity flow and pressurized sewer services: 

6.02.1.1 Sewer Laterals Must be Capable of Passing Test 

All persons who own a home, building or property that is connected to a District sanitary 
sewer must install, maintain, and repair and replace if necessary, a lateral sewer in a 
condition that is capable of passing tests in accordance with this Section.       
 
If a lateral sewer does not meet the standards set forth in §5, the Owner shall complete 
corrective work and testing shall be performed within 30 days from the date of the 
original test or from the date of a written notice to the Owner, whichever occurs first.       
  
6.02.1.2 Responsibility for Maintenance and Repair/Replacement of Laterals 
Sewer laterals in the District fall into three categories regarding responsibility for their 
periodic testing, repair, and replacement.   
 
6.02.1.2.1  Untested Laterals  
Laterals that existed in or were connected to the District collection system prior to 
adoption of these Rules.  These laterals are considered to be untested, regardless of 
their age.  The property owner is responsible for 100% of the upper and lower lateral 
maintenance, testing, repair, and replacement.  
 
6.02.1.2.2  Tested Laterals 
Laterals that existed in the District collection system prior to adoption of these Rules but 
that have been repaired as necessary and that have been tested per these Rules at the 
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time of such repair.  Upon completion of necessary upgrades and improvements and 
receipt of a passing test, the District accepts responsibility for maintenance of the lower 
lateral.  The property owner remains responsible for maintenance of the upper lateral at 
all times. 

 
6.02.1.2.3  New Laterals  
Laterals that are constructed and connected to the District collection system after 
adoption of these Rules. Upon completion of a passing test and acceptance of the 
constructed facilities, the District accepts responsibility for maintenance of the lower 
lateral.  The property owner remains responsible for maintenance of the upper lateral at 
all times. 
 
6.02.1.3 Contractor 
6.02.1.3.1 Licensed Contractor  
A contractor, licensed by the State of California, shall be responsible for the 
performance of all work associated with the cleaning and testing of sewer service lines.  
Contractors must post a certificate of insurance with the District showing property 
damage and public liability in an amount satisfactory to the District.  

 
6.02.1.3.2 Owner as Contractor 
An Owner may perform the cleaning and testing by obtaining authorization from the 
District and by posting a bond in an amount of specified in Exhibit 10.01.  Owners must 
post a certificate of insurance with the District showing property damage and public 
liability in an amount satisfactory to the District.  The District must be named as an 
additional insured on a Commercial General Liability Endorsement (Form B) to be 
included as an attachment to the Insurance Certificate.    
 
6.02.1.4 Cleaning and Testing of Sewer Lines 
Lateral sewers serving residential, multiple unit, commercial, industrial and public use, 
connected to a District sanitary sewer, shall be cleaned and pressure tested or visual 
inspected by closed circuit television to ensure that they are not subject to infiltration or 
exfiltration.   
 
Those lateral sewers that are greater than ten (10) feet in length shall be cleaned and 
pressure-tested, and those that are ten (10) feet or less in length shall be inspected 
either by way of closed-circuit television or pressure testing.   
  
Pressure testing and/or visual inspection shall apply to the following: 

a. Connection of a new structure to the District’s sewer system 
b. Remodeling of a house, building or property served 
c. Change of use of a house, building or property served, for example, from 

residential to commercial, or from office and professional to restaurant, or 
from garage to apartment 

d. Upon repair or replacement of all or part of the building or lateral sewer lines 
e. Where inflow or infiltration is suspected, or if a defect in the lateral sewer is 

suspected based upon observation by the District 
f. Upon determination by the General Manager that the cleaning and testing is 

required for the protection of the public health, safety or welfare  
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6.02.1.5 Cash Security in Lieu of Testing 
6.02.1.5.1 Weather Conditions, Excavation Restrictions Prohibit Testing 
Should cleaning, testing, repair or replacement be required on a gravity or pressurized 
lateral sewer at a time when weather conditions, excavation restrictions, or other 
circumstances prohibit such repairs, the General Manager may defer completion of the 
repairs until such date as agreed upon between the Owner and the District.  If the test is 
deferred, the Owner shall enter into a contract authorizing performance of said work by 
the District and shall place a cash deposit in the form of a money order, payable to the 
District, in an amount equal to one hundred twenty-five percent (125%) of the estimated 
cost of cleaning, testing repair or replacement of the lateral sewer or sewer pressure 
system components. 
 
The District shall prepare an estimate of said replacement costs.  The Owner shall 
obtain an estimate from a California State licensed contractor for performing all work 
necessary so that the lateral sewer will pass a sewer pressure test as described in 
§6.02 and §6.03. 
 
The deposit required shall be based upon one hundred twenty-five percent (125%) of 
the estimated costs from whichever estimate is greater (District’s or Contractor’s).  This 
amount will be held until the repair or replacement is made, which must be no later than 
June 15 following the circumstances preventing initial cleaning, testing, repair or 
replacement.   
 
If the work agreed to is not completed by June 15, the deposit held by the District may 
be used by the District to perform the work agreed to.  The District may use the funds to 
pay a contractor to perform the work or to perform the necessary work, at District’s 
discretion.  Should such costs exceed the amount deposited, the difference shall be 
billed to the Owner of record.   
 
Upon completion of the necessary work, whether by Owner, District or contractor, the 
balance of funds without interest will be released to the Owner within 15 days of the 
approved inspection of the work. 
 
6.02.1.6 Pressure Test Waived     
The General Manager shall have the authority to waive the cleaning and testing 
requirements if there is good reason to believe that such testing is not necessary.       
 
6.03 TEST METHODS  
6.03.1 General 
This section addresses the methods used for testing lateral sewers and appurtenances.  
The methods for testing sewer mains shall be in accordance with, Lake Oroville Area 
Public Utility District “Improvement Standards.” 
 
The following requirements apply to both gravity flow and pressurized lateral sewers: 
 
6.03.1.1 Tracer Wire 
Tracer wire must be installed on new or replaced lateral sewers in accordance with 
§5.02.3.  The tracer wire on both pressure and gravity flow systems will be tested for 
continuity.   
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6.03.1.2 Test Gauge 
Test gauges shall read in 1/10-pound increments and have a pressure range not 
greater than 15 psi.  Gauge must be accessible to Inspector without trench entry.  
 
6.03.1.3 Caps Secure 
Following pressure test or visual inspection, District-approved caps are to be placed on 
all cleanouts to ensure that line remains free of debris or inflow. 
 
6.03.1.4 Seal Cap 
At the discretion of the District, a seal cap may be set by the District. 
 
6.03.1.5 Test Results  
6.03.1.5.1 Failure of Pressure Test or Visual Inspection 
If a lateral sewer fails the pressure test following two (2) attempts, or if the visual 
inspection reveals defects, the line shall be repaired or replaced at the Owner’s 
expense, within 30 days of the date of the initial pressure test.  The Owner shall be 
responsible for notifying the District when corrective work has been completed and for 
scheduling a re-test.  Additional inspection fees will be charged in accordance with 
Exhibit 10.01. 
 
6.03.1.5.2  Passing of Pressure Test or Visual Inspection  
When any work has been inspected and the results pass, an original certificate of 
passed inspection shall be given to the property owner.  A copy will also be given if 
necessary to the real estate agent, escrow officer and placed in the Assessor’s Parcel 
file in the District office. 
 
6.03.1.5.3 Notice to Owner 
When any work has been inspected and the test results are not satisfactory, notice to 
that effect shall be given instructing the Owner of the premises or the agent of such 
Owner, on-site and in writing, to repair the sewer or perform other work authorized by 
the permit in accordance with the Rules of the District.  Follow-up inspections shall be 
charged in accordance with Exhibit 10.01. 
 
6.03.2  Test Methods:  Gravity Service 

Gravity lateral sewers may be pressure tested with air or water.  Air pressure is the 
District’s preferred testing method. The requirements for air pressure testing are found 
in §6.03.2.1 while the requirements for water pressure testing are found in §6.03.3.1. 
 
6.03.2.1 Air Pressure Test 
Following backfill of the trench, the Owner shall perform an air test in the presence of 
District inspector.  The air test shall be performed as follows:   
 
6.03.2.1.1 Cleanouts  
a.  New Construction or Replacement - Standard two way cleanouts shall be installed 
to grade at a point five (5) feet outside of all structure foundations (See Figure 5.04) and 
double combo cleanouts  shall be installed within five (5) feet of the property line or 
easement on the Owner’s side (see Figure 5.05).     
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b. Existing Lateral sewers – Owner may need to have line visually inspected by an 
outside contractor to determine location of existing cleanouts. Standard cleanouts are 
allowed on existing property line cleanouts.  New cleanouts must be installed for testing 
if cleanouts cannot be located.  New cleanouts installed at the property line or easement 
must be double combo cleanouts (see Figure 5.05).  
 
6.03.2.1.2 Test Plug  
a. Cleanout to Cleanout – An air test plug shall be placed within the foundation 
cleanout and another within the property line cleanout, isolating the upper lateral sewer.  
 
b. Cleanout to Mainline – An air test plug shall be placed within the cleanout and 
another at the mainline, isolating the lower lateral sewer.  

 
c. Cleanout to Manhole – Test plug may be inserted in District manhole in lieu of 
property line cleanout if the lateral directly enters the manhole.  When testing from a 
District manhole, conformance with the Construction Safety Orders for confined space 
entry as issued by the Division of Industrial Safety is required.  A separate permit for 
testing from a District manhole must be obtained from the District prior to the test. 
 
6.03.2.2 Air Pressure Test 
The line shall be pressurized to 4.0 psi and shall hold and show no discernable loss of 
pressure for five (5) minutes.   If a loss of pressure occurs, the test may be repeated 
once.  A second loss of pressure constitutes failure of the pipeline.  (Refer to 
§6.03.1.5.1.) 
 
6.03.2.3 Release of Test Air  
The air used to pressurize the air test shall be released in the presence and at the 
direction of the District inspector after the completion of the test.  This shall be done with 
the air filler tube at the air test gauge.  Test plugs shall not be pulled until the District 
inspector gives the instruction to do so.  Note:  Test plugs should never be pulled until 
the pressure on the test gauge has dropped below one (1) psi to avoid shock damage to 
the line. 
 
6.03.3.1 Water Pressure Test   
Following backfill of the trench, as an alternative to an air test, the Owner may perform a 
water pressure test in the presence of a District inspector.  The water pressure test shall 
be performed as follows: 
 
6.03.3.1.1 Cleanouts  
a. New Construction or Replacement – Standard cleanouts shall be installed to grade 
at a point five (5) feet outside of all structure foundations (See Figure 5.04) and double-
wye cleanouts (see Figure 5.05) shall be installed within five (5) feet of the property line, 
on the Owner’s side, in accordance with §5.03.2.4.   
 
b. Existing Lateral sewers – Owner may need to have line visually inspected by an 
outside contractor to determine location of existing cleanouts. Standard cleanouts are 
allowed on existing property line cleanouts.  If cleanouts cannot be located, new 
cleanouts must be installed for testing.  If a new cleanout is installed at the property line, 
it must be a double-combo cleanout (see Figure 5.05).    
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6.03.3.1.2      Test Plug  
a. Cleanout to Cleanout – An isolation plug shall be placed within the foundation 
cleanout and another within the property line cleanout, isolating the lateral sewer. 
 
b. Cleanout to Mainline – An air test plug shall be placed within the cleanout and 
another at the mainline, isolating the lower lateral sewer.  
 
c. Cleanout to Manhole – An isolation plug may be inserted in District manhole in lieu 
of property line cleanout if the lateral directly enters the manhole.  When testing from a 
District manhole, conformance with the Construction Safety Orders for confined space 
entry as issued by the Division of Industrial Safety is required.   A separate permit for 
testing from a District manhole must be obtained from the District prior to the test. 

 
6.03.3.1.3  Cross-Connection Prevention 
If test water is acquired from a domestic water source an air gap or some type of 
backflow protection approved by the AWWA and the water purveyor shall be required. 
 
6.03.3.1.4  Water Pressure Test 
The line shall be pressurized to 3.5 psi and shall hold that pressure for fifteen (15) 
minutes.  Required test pressure of 3.5 psi can be achieved by placing a pipe extension 
into the cleanout riser of the foundation cleanout and filling the pipe section to be tested 
with water.  Clean water containing no dirt or debris must be used.  A minimum of eight 
(8) feet of water head measured from the invert of the sewer line at the foundation 
cleanout to the top of the column of water located in the pipe extension is required (use 
pipe extension only if necessary).  In no case shall the vertical distance measured from 
the lowest point of the pipeline section being tested to the surface of the water located 
in the pipe extension at the foundation cleanout exceed 15 feet.  Additional cleanouts 
may have to be installed in steep or extremely long pipelines with each section of 
pipeline being tested individually. 
 

The pipeline shall show no discernable loss in water level in fifteen (15) minutes for a 
four (4) inch or six (6) inch pipeline per 100 feet of pipe length.  If the loss occurs, the 
test may be repeated once only if the second test can be completed within the allotted 
time of the scheduled inspection. 
 
A second loss of pressure constitutes failure of the pipeline.   See §6.03.1.5.1. 
 
6.03.3.1.5  Release of Test Water  
The water used in the test shall be released in the presence and at the direction of the 
District inspector after the completion of the test.  This shall be done by releasing the 
test plug located at the downstream cleanout if tested in sections or at the property line 
cleanout when the whole line is tested or when last test section is completed. 
 
6.03.4  Test Methods:  Individual Pressure Service 
6.03.4.1     Air Pressure Test 
Following backfill of the trench, the Owner shall perform an air test in the presence of a 
District inspector.  If there is also a gravity flow line on any part of the service, it shall be 
tested by the same method used for a standard gravity flow line, in accordance with 
§6.03.2. 
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The air test shall be performed as follows: 
 

6.03.4.1.1 Cleanouts  
There shall be no cleanouts located on the pressure system.  If the pressure system 
transitions inside of the building a standard cleanout shall be located on the gravity 
system leaving the structure within five (5) feet of the foundation.  A double combo 
cleanout (see Figure 5.05) shall be located at the property line only if the pressure line 
has transitioned to gravity at or prior to the property line. 
 
Owner may need to retain a contractor to determine location of existing cleanouts on 
the gravity flow line.  If cleanouts cannot be located, new cleanouts must be installed for 
testing.   
 
6.03.4.1.2 Pressure Line Drained  
The pressure line shall be drained and free of any liquids or solids prior to beginning the 
test.   
 
6.03.4.1.3 Test Plug  
An air test plug shall be placed within the transition thrust block/siphon break cleanout 
and tested against the check valve at the pump, isolating the lateral sewer.  The 
isolation valve must be fully open for the pressure test.  Dual pump systems must be 
tested against both check valves simultaneously.  
 
6.03.4.1.4 Pressure  
The line shall be pressurized with air to ten (10) psi and there shall be no detectable 
pressure  loss.   If any loss is detected, the test may be repeated once.  A second 
loss of pressure constitutes failure of the pipeline and/or check valves.  See §6.03.1.5.1. 
 
6.03.4.2 Alarm Test  
The alarm shall be tested for operation at the high level mark. 
 
6.03.4.3   Float Control Test  
The on/off function of the pump shall be tested by either filling the wet well with water or 
by manually tipping the floats.  Where dual pump systems are installed, the on/off 
function of each pump shall be tested. 
 
6.03.4.4 Pump Output Test  
The pump(s) shall be tested by filling the wet well and running each pump individually 
until stopped by the off control float.   This test shall also be used to detect any leaks in 
the discharge piping prior to the check valve. 
 
6.03.4.5 Wet Well Integrity Test 
The external seals and gaskets located on the wet well lid and any inlet and vent piping 
shall be inspected for proper fit, tightness and leakage. All vent lines, discharge piping, 
drain lines, check valves and gate valves shall be visually inspected for proper size, 
leakage and orientation. Check valves must be installed per manufacturer’s 
specifications. 
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6.03.4.6 Panel Test  
The panel shall be inspected to ensure that it is located within the main living area and 
is accessible. All switches, control devices and indicators shall be inspected to ensure 
they are functioning properly.  
 
6.03.4.7 Water Pressure Test – Not Allowed 
Water pressure testing is not allowed for pressurized lateral sewers. 
 
6.03.5 Pressure Tests of Grease Interceptors, Sand-Oil Interceptors     and 

Sample Ports 
Testing grease interceptors and sample ports shall be accomplished by water testing as 
described below.   
 
6.03.5.1 Water Pressure Test 
6.03.5.1.1 Test Conditions  
New interceptors shall be backfilled to within twelve (12) inches of the top of the 
interceptor prior to water testing. The lid seal, inlet and outlet piping shall remain 
exposed during the test. 

  

6.03.5.1.2 Test Method 
a. Plug Inlet and Outlet -Water test by plugging all inlet and outlet pipes and filling the 
test section with water to the top of the frame rim.  Contractor shall repair all visible 
leaks prior to proceeding.  
 
b. Introduce Water - The water should be introduced into the test section at least four 
(4) hours in advance of the official test period to allow the concrete and joint material to 
become saturated.   
 
c. Refill – Following introduction of water the test section shall then be refilled to the 
original water level. 
 
d. Measure the water level – first measure At the beginning of the test, the level of 
the water in the test section shall be carefully measured by a District inspector from a 
reference point on the frame rim.   
 
e. Measure the water level – second measure - After a period of four (4) hours, the 
water level shall be measured from the same point on the frame rim and the loss of 
water during the test period calculated.  If this calculation is difficult, enough water shall 
be measured into the test section at the direction of a District inspector to restore the 
water to the level existing at the beginning of the test, and the amount added taken as 
the total leakage. 

 
6.03.5.1.3 Allowable Leakage - The allowable leakage shall not exceed 0.13 gallons 
per hour. Grease interceptors and sand-oil Interceptors showing leakage in excess of 
that allowed shall be repaired or reconstructed as necessary to reduce the leakage to 
that specified.   
 
6.03.5.1.4 Failures Retested - All failures shall be retested after the necessary 
repairs have been completed. 
 



         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE:   Item No. 9 – SC-OR Report 

 
Please see attached February 2024 minutes and flow reports for SC-OR (if 
available). 
 
 
Attachments included. 
 
 
Discussion only. 

  









         
 
 

Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE:   Item No. 10 – Board Members’, Manager, and Staff Comments. 

 
10.1 Field Operations Activity Report 
 
The February 2024 Field Operations Activity Report is included for your review and 
discussion.   
 
Information only, no action to be taken. 
 
 
10.2 General Manger’s Report 

 
 Updates on ongoing activities: 
 
Progress reports 
 
o 3515 Myers Street – Cleanup. 
o A-Line Upgrades / Lincoln Family Apartments – Developers agreement.  
o Sewer Main Extension at 4071 Hildale – Near future. 
o River Ranch Update – Materials and Equipment being ordered.  
o Palermo Wastewater Consolidation – Contractual information.  

 
Information only, no action to be taken. 
 

Attachments Included 
  



 
 

Neighborhood / Property clean up.  

Recycling & Repurposing  

 

Board Policy 3055.2.8 

Disposal as Junk: When the cost of locating a buyer exceeds the estimated sale price 
of surplus property, the item(s) may be destroyed or disposed of as junk. 

Junk and Debris located at 3515 Myers St. at the time of purchase. 

Existing Shipping Containers. 

Two of the three shipping containers stored on the property, both in poor condition and have debris 
inside of them. 

Existing Ventilation system. To be repurposed. 

Control Unit, Motor assembly, Ducting, and Hanger and track assembly.   

Existing approximately 50 folding chairs, and 10 old windows, all are weathered and have been 
stored outside for a long time.  

 

Junk and Debris located at 3520 Spencer Ave. at the time of purchase.  

The two tall car ports are planned to be reused at lift stations to protect Existing equipment 
stored outside with out covers at this time. 

The remaining debris like the outside storage shed, attached awnings and scrap to be 
recycled any proceeds would go back to the cleanup of this property.  

 

  



 
 

    
 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 

 
 
TO:  David Goyer 

General Manager 
  Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District 
 
FROM: Emily E. LaMoe 
 
DATE:  March 5, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Grant Funding Requirements 
 

Pursuant to your request, I have reviewed the “Exhibit C- General Terms & Conditions 
2019-NOV” that you provided, a copy of which is attached hereto. Exhibit C sets forth additional 
terms and conditions for LOAPUD’s receipt of grant funds for the anticipated sewer project in 
Palermo. As of the time of this memorandum, we have not received or reviewed any related 
agreements. I understand Exhibit C was provided to LOAPUD early so that LOAPUD would 
have the opportunity to review the obligations. Below please find my comments and summary of 
key portions of Exhibit C. The entirety of Exhibit C should be reviewed carefully by LOAPUD 
staff. I also recommend a legal review of the agreement itself when it is provided. 
 

Summary of Key Provisions of Exhibit C 
 

1. Definitions: “Event of Default” is defined to include a number of potential 
occurrences including inaccurate statements made by LOAPUD, failure of LOAPUD to perform 
an obligation under the Agreement, etc. Please review carefully. 

 
2. Access, Inspection and Public Records:  The State Water Board (SWB) has access 

to the Project site through the life of the Project or the end of record retention period. 
 

3. Accounting and Auditing Standards:  LOAPUD must use GAAP compliant 
accounts. I recommend you provide LOAPUD’s auditor with a copy of Paragraph 3 of Exhibit C, 
and seek confirmation that LOAPUD’s accounting procedures will comply with this 
requirement.  
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6. Audit:  Division of Financial Assistance (the Division) of the SWB can call for an 
audit at any time. If it does so, LOAPUD must hire a CPA to perform the audit within 30 days.  
 

7. Bond:  Payment and performance bonds are required for any construction project.  
 

8. Competitive Bidding:  Construction contracts must be competitively bid. The 
lowest responsible bidder must be preapproved by Division before award of the contract. 
 

9. Compliance with Laws:  LOAPUD and its contractors must comply with all 
applicable laws and provisions of an “adopted environmental mitigation plan” for the “useful 
life” of the Project. I suggest you review the adopted environmental mitigation plan to determine 
what laws and provisions are referenced in this paragraph.  
 

10. Computer Software:  LOAPUD must ensure that State funds are not used in 
performance of the Agreement for purchase, operation, or maintenance of computer software in 
violation of copyright laws.   
 

11. Conflict of Interest:  LOAPUD must certify that it is compliant with conflict of 
interest laws. LOAPUD may have to provide the Division with a copy of its conflict of interest 
code.  
 

13. Debarred:  LOAPUD cannot contract with or allow subcontractors with “excluded 
parties”.  
 

14. Drug-Free Workplace:  LOAPUD must comply with the Drug-Free Workplace Act 
(Government Code sections 8350-8357.)  Does LOAPUD have a current drug-free workplace 
policy? LOAPUD must publish a statement notifying employees of its policy. Everyone that 
works on the Project must receive a drug-free workplace statement and agree to comply.   
 

15. CEQA:  All work required by CEQA must be pre-approved by the SWB. The SWB 
could require changes to the scope of work in accordance with this review.  
 

18. Funding Contingency:  The SWB’s disbursement of funds is contingent upon 
LOAPUD’s compliance with the terms of the Agreement. Any alleged failure to comply with the 
terms could result in the discontinuation of funding.  
 

21. Indemnification:  LOAPUD agrees to indemnify the SWB for any claims related to 
(1) the Project; (2) any transactions required by the Agreement; (3) any violations of 
environmental law; and (4) any untrue statements. LOAPUD must also provide the SWB with a 
defense. The SWB has no reciprocal obligation.   
 

26. No Discrimination:  LOAPUD must comply with Government Code section 11135. 
If Project funds are being used to acquire real property, LOAPUD must include a covenant of 
non-discrimination in the deed. LOAPUD must comply with ADA and FEHA. LOAPUD must 
give written notice to contractors and subcontractors of these obligations.   
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30. Funding:  If LOAPUD receives other funding for the Project it must notify the 
Division.   

 
31. Permits:  LOAPUD must provide the Division with copies of permits before 

construction begins. All contractors or consultants are limited to firms that were specifically 
identified and agreed to during negotiation of the Agreement. Any substitutions need prior 
approval from the Division.  
 

32. Prevailing Wage: LOAPUD must monitor agreements to ensure requirements for 
prevailing wage are being met.   
 

34. Professionals:  Only licensed professionals can perform services when a license is 
required.  
 

35. Records and Inspection:  LOAPUD must retain separate records that are subject to 
inspection.  
 

40. Rights in Data:  The State can republish whatever it likes.  
 

43. Termination:  If the Agreement is terminated, LOAPUD agrees to immediately 
repay funds. The SWB can terminate at any time if LOAPUD has (1) misrepresented something 
or (2) violated the Agreement. 
 

51. Water Conservation:  LOAPUD is required to acknowledge that it has “appropriate 
water conservation and efficiency programs in place” as a condition of the Agreement. This 
paragraph provides a web address with examples of conservation and efficiency programs. I 
recommend staff review and confirm that LOAPUD has such appropriate water conservation and 
efficiency programs in place prior to entering into the Agreement.    
 

52. Water Diversion: LOAPUD must attest, if applicable, that it has and will continue 
to comply with Section 5100 regarding filing statements of water diversion and use. 
 

53. Withholding of Disbursement and Reimbursement:  The SWB can withhold 
funding for any number of reasons including “failure of the Recipient to maintain reasonable 
progress on the Project as determined by the Division, commencement of litigation or a judicial 
or administrative proceeding related to the Project that the SWB determines may impair timely 
satisfaction of Recipient’s obligations under the Agreement”. I recommend that LOAPUD staff 
inquire as to the status of the Palermo project and whether it is anticipated that the Project will be 
completed and, if so, in a timely manner. 
 
EEL/de 
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Manager’s Report 
 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:  David Goyer, General Manager 

Date:  March 12, 2024 

 

RE:   Item No. 11 – Future Agenda Items 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 




